Memorandum of Understanding

This Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as the Memorandumy) is concluded between
the:

UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre
219 Huntingdon Road
Cambridge CB3 ODL

United Kingdom

hereinafter referred to as UNEP-WCMC

and

The Secretariat of the Conventicn on Biclogical Diversity
413 rue Saint Jacques, Suite 800
Montreal, Quebec,
Canada H2Y 1NS

hereinafter referred to as the Secretariat

1. Background:

In paragraph 8 of decision VII/30, the Conference of the Parties (COP) requested the Executive
Secretary, with the assistance of the World Conservation Monitoring Centre of the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP-WCMC) and other relevant international organizations, to inter alia
prepare the second Global Biodiversity Qutlook for publication prior to the eighth meeting of the
Conference of the Parties following peer review and review by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Technical and Technological Advice at its tenth or eleventh meeting. The COP further specified that the
second Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBQ) should provide an assessment of progress towards the 2010
biodiversity target at the global level and communicate effectively trends in biodiversity related to the
three objectives of the Convention, based on the focal areas listed in paragraph 1 of decision VII/30, and
making use of the indicators listed in annex | to the same decision that are successfully developed and
tested, information provided in the national reports, as well as information provided by international
organizations.

In the same decision, the COP requested the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technologicai
Advice {SBSTTA) at its tenth or eleventh meetings, with the assistance of an ad hoc technical expert
group, subject to the availability of the necessary voluntary contributions to review the use of the
indicators listed in annex |, column B, to the decisions VII/30, inter alia, by reviewing a draft of the second
edition of the GBO.

Having reviewed a draft outline of the GBO and documentation on the indicators, SBSTTA at its tenth
meeting gave further guidance relevant to the preparation of the GBO. in recommendation X/5 {attached
as Annex IV to this Memorandum), SBSTTA recommended the immediate testing and use (including
through the GBO} of five indicators that were not previously considered ready and requested the
Executive Secretary to explore options for reporting on the impact of climate change on biological
diversity, using the framework of indicafors relevant to the 2010 target and report thereon to the
Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at its eleventh meeting. In
recommendation X/6 (attached as Annex V to this Memorandum), SBSTTA recommended that the GBO



should give a high profile to the headline indicators and focus on an assessment of the current status of
progress in achieving the 2010 target and the identification of key drivers influencing progress. The
analytical approach should use the framework provided in decision VII/30. It should also provide indicator-
based information and highlight methodological limitations and uncertainties as well as the challenges of
monitoring progress towards the achievement of the 2010 target. Furthermore it should draw on the
findings of the Miliennium Ecosystem Assessment and other relevant assessments to avoid duplication
and potential overlaps.

In response to these provisions, the Secretariat has embarked on a process to produce and publish the
GBO-2 in time for delivery at the eighth meeting of the Conference of the Parties in March 2006. The
process entails the engagement of expertise and contributions of UNEP-WCMC and a wide range of
international organizations and experts, to prepare the first draft of GBO-2 containing an assessment of
progress towards the 2010 biodiversity target. The draft outline of the GBO-2 is attached to this
Memaorandum as Annex Il.

2. Qutputs, activities and workplan

a) Under the terms of this Memorandum, it is hereby agreed that under the overail policy and
technical direction, supervision and coordination by the CBD Secretariat, UNEP-WCMC will
undertake the following tasks:

i) On the basis of the draft annotated outline of the second GBO attached as Annex Iil to this
Memorandum, and taking into consideration the guidance of SBSTTA-10 concerning the
preparation of the GBO (Recommendations X/5 and X/6 attached respectively as Annex IV
and Annex V to this Memorandum), prepare the zero order drafts of chapters 1, 2, 3 and 4
of the GBO.

ii) Provide clear guidelines on specific sections of the zero order drafts that require further
elaboration by relevant institutions and organisations that have the necessary capacity
and/or data to contribute to this task. The guidelines should also specify the level of detail
of the specific inputs including relevant datasets to be provided by the identified
organisations and institutions.

iii)  Suggest to the Secretariat a list of appropriate key organisations, institutions and/or experts
to provide specialised inputs and contributions in the further elaboration of specific sections
of the zero order draft chapters. A key consideration in the identification of potential
institutions and organisations will be the relevance, quality and currency of the data they
hold and therefore the inputs they will provide in terms of making accessible their data
holdings.

iv)  Submit to the Secretariat not later than 11 July 2005 the zero order drafts for circulation to
the identified organisations and institutions for further review, compilation, integration and
analysis of relevant data and information to serve as source material for the drafting and
elaboration of the relevant sections of the zero order draft chapters of the report.

v)  Following the submission of draft inputs of the various organisations and institutions, carry
out a comprehensive revision of the draft chapters by integrating these inputs and
contributions. The revision should also incorporate relevant tables wherever appropriate as
well as Annexes as deemed necessary.

vi)  Liaise with an appropriate institution or expertise identified by the Secretariat (possibly
GRID Arendal) to guide the generation of tables, annexes, maps, figures and other graphlc
illustrations for relevant sections of the draft chapters of the report.















































































































