Cities and Biodiversity

Takehisa Matsubara, Mayor of Nagoya, Japan

Nagoya is the hub city of Central Japan. Wath
population of 2.2 million, Nagoya i®catedalmost in the
geographicatenter of Japagrandis the fourth largest city
after Tokyo, Yokdhama, and Osaka. It starteddevelopas
a city when Tokugawa leyasu built Nagoya Castle in 1610.
Today, this areais the center of a highuality

manufacturing industry, asepresentecby Toyota Motor

Corporation.Although it is a big city, Nagoy&as arich
natural environmerthanks to its mild, humid climatend four d@stincts e as on s . Nagoya

planning reflects Natur e dndAichVdapahom, t he t heme

The year 2010 will mark the 400th anniversarytiid founding ofNagoya and the
fifth anniversary of the expo. Schedutedbe heldn the same year is the 10th meeting of the
Conference of the Parti¢€OP 10)to the Convention on Biological DiversitgCBD), which
the City of Nagoya isiow preparing to host togetheith the nationagovernment. Under the
Convention theParties are required ®ignificanty redue the current rate of biodiversity loss
by 2010. The year 2010 also falls on the International Year of Biodiveasiproclaimed by
the General Assembly of the United Naitso Itis perhapsnore thana coincidence that the

City of Nagoya and th€BD sharethe samenilestone.

On 22 May 2007, various events were held in Nagadya commemorat the
International Day for Biological Diversitgndto raise public awareness about thay andhe
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importanceof preserving biodiversity. As a prospective host of COP 10 in 2010, the City of
Nagoya will further publicize the importance of biodiversity and buailldmentumtoward

COP 10.

Nagoya has solid trackrecord of proteting a tidalflat andpreservingbiodiversity
by reducing wastelhe followingisanover vi ew of Na g,anaommitment per i e
to, preservingpi odi versity based on three pillars: i
wast e reduction gcampeamgny W A t tedewiogingu thee 0 by
Higashiyama Zoo and Botanical Gardens and upgradingHigashiyama Forestand

Adevel oping human resour ceds tahmdoulgbhi Icdiomper h

citizens and companiemder the framework dheNagoya Eco Campus.

Attaining a sustainable lifestyle

Back in 1997, the City of Nagoyagently needetb build a new landfill because the
conventional one was expected tadmefull early in the 21st centuryThe city designated
part of the Fujimae TiddFlat in the Port of Nagoya as a candidate site. However, Wene
strong callgo preserve the tidal fldtecause it has a wateurifying functionandalso serves
as one of the largest stopowem Japan for migratory birdssome 60species The city
examined an option of building an artificial tidal flat, but failedwn public supportso in

January 199¢ abandoned the plan to reclaim tidal flat.

The only option left was to redutiee waste generated by citizens and companies. In
February 199 the city made afiEmergency Announcement for Garbdgeductiom set a
target of reducing waste by 20% (equivalent to 200,000 tons) by the end of the 20th century,
and soughtpublic cooperationThe city started to collect empty bottles and cans inhall t
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wardsof the city and to collecgarbage put ilbagsdesignated by the cityn August 2000,
Nagoya became the first city in Japan to launch a program for fully recycling containers and

packages.

By sharing a sense of crisis and taking the initiatingether, the city and the citizens
succeeded in reducing waste by 230,000 toris@al year(FY) 2000(from 1.02 million tons
in FY 1998. This hugeincrease irthe collection of recyclable wasteducedhe amount of
the waste to be landfilleoy about60%.1 n f act, t he cityds failure
to be a blessing in disguige reduction in waste, extension thie service life of the existing
landfill, preservation of the Fujimae Tidal Flatreservationof biodiversity, and above all

increased public awareneassvardthe environment.

In November 2002, the Fujimae Tidal Flat was registered as a Ramsar site. In May
2007, the City of Nagoya entered into an agreement with the Aust@atiamf Greater
Geelongd a city home tothe SwanBay wetlandsanotherRamsarsite  to protectthe
habitat for migratory birds that visit both citie¥hese effortsdemonstratet h e cityos
commitment to preserving the tidal flat as a valuadsetandto useit for environmental

education.

Achievingharmony with nature

The Higashiyama Forest is located on the hilly area in the eastern péagoya.
Measuring410 ha in total, this forestas beemiraculously left untouched in the urban area.
Situated in the center of this forest &ne HigashiyamaZoo and Botanical Gardens, which
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exhibit some 550 kinds of animals and about 7,08Peciesof plants, while presering
endangered species of fauna and flora, and coinguetsearch. In 2007he city embarked on

a project to redevelop the Higashiyama Zood Bot ani c all Gardens as
peopl e and nat ur eo t o mtheir kopening. eSpedifi@allyh thea n ni v
redeveloped zoo and botanical gardens will enable visitors to experience fauna and flora

habitats ando appreciate the relahship betweepeopleandnature.

The city also plans to replace old trees with young tied¢ke Higashiyama Forest
which is becoming a climax forest that absorbs less carbon dioxide. Meanwhile, the city is
working on a project to reviveatoyama(mouwntainsclosely linked with community lifeand
terraced paddy fields so that citizens can take an interest in nature and think aboufhature
of these efforts are intended piass on the natural environmeritthe Higashiyama Foreta

future generationasthe symbol oEco-Capital Nagoya.

Developing human resources and building human networks



