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ITEM 1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

1. The eleventh meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice 
(SBSTTA) was held at the headquarters of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) in 
Montreal from 28 November to 2 December 2005. 

2. The meeting was opened at 10 a.m., on Monday, 28 November 2005. 

3. In opening the meeting, Mr. Christian Prip (Denmark), Chair of the Subsidiary Body, said that the 
recommendations made by the Subsidiary Body had often included bracketed text and that in certain 
cases it would be appropriate to include options or alternatives in recommendations to the Conference of 
the Parties. He also said that in preparing for the meeting, the Secretariat had faced a lack of adequate 
information for several items and the limited number of submissions had not allowed for a thorough 
analysis or a proper evaluation of some of the programmes of work.   He reiterated that, without timely 
and quality information, it was not possible to make a proper assessment of implementation of the 
programmes of work and their effectiveness. 

4. The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment had indicated that many of the drivers of biodiversity 
loss were outside the �environment� sector and that  the success of biodiversity-conservation measures 
therefore depended heavily on the ability to assess, document and communicate the social and economic 
value of biodiversity to the public and to government agencies.  He also said that synergies were 
important at the international, regional and national levels and the proposed joint meeting of the scientific 
bodies of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change assumed particular significance in that context. 

5. He said that the members of the Bureau had participated in a total of eight meetings, six of which 
had been held under the Convention on Biological Diversity and another two organized by other 
biodiversity-related conventions or bodies. The Bureau had also held two meetings and four telephone 
conferences. There had been a number of inter-sessional meetings including the first meeting of the Ad 
Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Protected Areas and the first meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended 
Working Group on Review of Implementation, as well as six meetings of ad hoc technical expert groups. 
He thanked the Governments whose contributions had made those meetings possible, as well as the many 
organizations that had supported the Convention and the experts who had participated in them. He said 
that during his term as Chair of SBSTTA progress would also be made towards improving the 
information provided for reviewing progress in implementation, the integration of biodiversity in all 
important socio-economic sectors and in promoting synergy, particularly at the national level.  

6. The Subsidiary Body then heard a statement by Mr. Hamdallah Zedan, Executive Secretary of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, who welcomed participants and thanked the Governments of 
Austria, Denmark, Finland, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland for their 
financial contributions to support the participation of developing countries and countries with economies 
in transition in the current meeting, as well as all those countries that had supported the various inter-
sessional processes under the Convention.  Those included Canada, Denmark, the European Community, 
Italy, Finland, Germany, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, the Russian Federation and the United 
Kingdom. 

7. He said that the meeting had a heavy agenda and included an in-depth review of programmes of 
work, strategic issues for evaluating progress or supporting the implementation of the Strategic Plan and 
contributions to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, and other scientific and technical 
issues.  He then briefly outlined the background and main documentation for each item on the agenda, 
echoing the words of the Chair concerning the need for Parties to provide timely information to the 
Secretariat to make the reviews of programmes of work more representative and comprehensive.  In 
referring to the agenda item on valuation of biodiversity, he paid tribute to the late David Pearce of 
University College, London, for his collaboration in the negotiation of the Convention. 

8. On a personal note, Mr. Zedan said the meeting would be his last as Executive Secretary.  It was a 
matter of great personal satisfaction to him to have seen the Convention grow from an idea to a broadly 
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recognized instrument for achieving human development goals.  He would look back fondly at the rapid 
progress made during his term in office, including, the rapid operationalization of the access and 
benefit-sharing provisions of the Convention, the adoption of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, the 
recognition at the World Summit on Sustainable Development of the key role that biodiversity had to play 
in improving human well-being and in poverty alleviation, the development and refinement by the 
Conference of the Parties of programmes of work covering all major biomes, the progress toward the full 
implementation of Article 8(j), the substantial increase in funding for biodiversity activities in general and 
the work of the Secretariat in particular, and the expansion of the Secretariat to a size commensurate with 
the challenges ahead.  None of those achievements had come easily, but the Parties had managed to find 
solutions based on consensus, a sign of the sincere and firm commitment of all concerned to advance the 
Convention.   

9. He had been particularly impressed by the great efforts made over the years to turn the Subsidiary 
Body into a true forum for the exchange of scientific information, technical know-how and practical 
experiences for developing the best possible scientific guidance to strengthen the scientific basis for 
policy-making under the Convention.   That could be seen in the growing engagement of the scientific 
community in matters related to biodiversity, as evidenced by the numerous scientific articles that had 
been devoted to biodiversity-related issues in recent years. 

10. The Executive Secretary thanked all the people who had been involved with the Subsidiary Body, 
and, in particular, the Chairs and other Bureau members who had been unfailing in their support over the 
years.  He also thanked the innumerable Parties and donors for their vital financial contributions and 
hospitality, as well as experts who had given their time and energy to help ensure that the Subsidiary 
Body, and the Convention process as a whole, had been provided with the best possible scientific and 
technical advice. He also paid tribute to the members of the Secretariat, and extended his special thanks to 
the members of the Secretariat�s Division for Scientific, Technical and Technological Matters, led by 
Mr. Jo Mulongoy. 

11. Mr. Bakary Kante, speaking on behalf of the Executive Director of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), expressed his sincere thanks to the Executive Secretary and the entire 
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity for the excellent work accomplished in organizing 
the eleventh meeting of SBSTTA in preparation for the forthcoming meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties.  He said, after hearing the statement of the Chair of SBSTTA and the very moving but thorough 
report of the Executive Secretary on the excellent work carried out during his term of office, he believed 
that all Parties, civil-society and non-governmental organizations, and individuals, would always be 
grateful to the Executive Secretary for the achievements under the Convention during his tenure.  He said 
that the experience, knowledge and availability of Mr. Zedan should be there for the future work of the 
Convention, and he counted on him and was sure that he would be alongside all the Parties and the team 
that would continue the work. 

12. Furthermore, Mr. Kante paid a warm tribute to Mr. Alfred Oteng-Yeboah, the outgoing Chair of 
SBSTTA.  Mr. Kante said that all SBSTTA members would be grateful for the wonderful work the 
outgoing Chair had done, and his achievements called for admiration and respect.  He called on him to 
continue providing SBSTTA with his wisdom and immense charisma and knowledge. 

13. UNEP considered it a priority to support the Convention on Biological Diversity, as one of its 
major priorities was to integrate biological diversity into all relevant areas of work.  The Programme had 
cooperated in the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment to provide scientific results that would provide a 
link between biodiversity and development.  With its fourth Global Environment Outlook (GEO-4), 
UNEP was working on integrating multilateral environment agreements into the environmental 
assessment process and expected to work more closely with the Convention on Biological Diversity in 
developing the biodiversity-related content of GEO-4.  The Programme was participating in a project for 
development and regular reporting of the 2010 biodiversity indicators at the global level, as well as a 
project for streamlining such indicators at the pan-European level.  
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14. Having noted the crucial role played by incentive measures in alleviating poverty and achieving 
the Millennium Development Goals, he said that the implementation of the Convention would largely 
depend on increasing the coherence in the implementation of the various multilateral environmental 
agreements.  In that connection, UNEP was intensifying its efforts to support Parties in achieving such 
increased coherence at the national level through projects such as the harmonization of reporting and the 
development of enforcement and compliance programmes. He expressed the hope that the UNEP work on 
the development of issue-based modules on climate change, invasive alien species, inland waters and 
sustainable use could contribute to the deliberation on those issues at the current meeting by providing 
relevant information from the other biodiversity-related conventions. 

15. Finally, he said that he looked forward to the joint event that was planned with the scientific body 
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, as such interaction would enhance 
mutual understanding on issues of relevance to the two conventions. 

16. The representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) said 
that the prime concern of her Organization was to work for a world free from hunger, which was both a 
cause and an effect of extreme poverty.  

17. She said that, because of their complementary mandates, FAO and the Convention on Biological 
Diversity worked together closely. FAO and the Secretariat of the Convention were preparing a work plan 
on forest-related activities and were also working together within the Collaborative Partnership on 
Forests, to seek closer integration between national forest programmes and national biodiversity action 
plans.  FAO also contributed to the programme of work on biodiversity in dry and sub-humid lands, for 
instance in improving inventories of breeds in drylands.  The Organization continued to be active in the 
sustainable use and conservation of marine and coastal biological diversity, particularly in the promotion 
of ecosystem approaches in fisheries management, and also addressed the important role of aquatic 
biodiversity in inland water ecosystems.  

18. FAO also assessed how policies for crop genetic diversity affected the incentives of farmers for 
the sustainable use of crop genetic resources. The Organization hosted the secretariat of the Mountain 
Partnership, which was dedicated to improving the lives of mountain peoples and protecting mountain 
environments. 

19. She finished by saying that FAO hoped to bring to the discussions the priorities of the agriculture, 
fisheries and forestry sectors.  FAO thanked Mr. Zedan for his dedicated work in the service of 
biodiversity. 

20. The representative of the United Nations University said that his organization conducted impartial 
research in emerging issues for use within the United Nations system. University experts had practical 
working knowledge of the Convention and the practical difficulties faced by developing country Parties in 
implementing it. The University had also been involved in the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and 
had convened meetings to link the Assessment with the work of SBSTTA. The United Nations University 
was willing to help member countries to fulfil their obligations under the Convention. He concluded by 
thanking Mr. Zedan for his contributions to furthering the work of the Convention. 

21. The Chair then invited statements from regional groups.  In response, statements were made by 
the representatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran (on behalf of the Asian and Pacific Group), the United 
Republic of Tanzania (on behalf of the African Group), Poland (on behalf of the Central and Eastern 
European Group), El Salvador (on behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean Group), and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (on behalf of the European Community and its member 
States with the support of Bulgaria and Romania). 

22. Several representatives who took the floor paid tribute to Mr. Hamdallah Zedan for the work he 
had done and his contribution to the Convention process during his term in office as Executive Secretary 
of the Convention.  Several also welcomed the organization of the joint meeting between SBSTTA and its 
counterpart scientific body under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, to be 
held on Wednesday, 30 November 2005. 
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23. The representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran stressed that national capacity remained a 
critical factor in technical implementation of the Convention and the continued focus on supporting 
parties in strengthening their respective planning and management capacities was to be welcomed.  
Nevertheless, if the 2010 target was to be reached, such support had to be based on a sound assessment of 
needs adapted to differing circumstances.  SBSTTA could build upon the work of the Open-ended Ad 
Hoc Working Group on Implementation of the Convention to develop further guidance on how to 
mobilize resources for research and initiatives of particular importance for carrying out priority action 
under the Convention�s work programmes and/or cross-cutting issues, especially in countries with limited 
capacity.  Combating alien species remained one of the most challenging issues and he hoped that 
SBSTTA would adopt clear recommendations to address gaps and inconsistencies identified by the Ad 
Hoc Technical Expert Group on Gaps and Inconsistencies in the International Regulatory Framework in 
Relation to Invasive Alien Species.  Lastly, he emphasized that the severe atmospheric disturbances 
experienced in recent months made it necessary to address biodiversity as a core component in mitigating 
and adapting to their impact. 

24. The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania, on behalf of the African Group,  
expressed gratitude to the sponsors who had made it possible for African countries to participate in the 
meeting.  Regarding the issues on the agenda, he considered that capacity-building in relation to the 
Global Taxonomy Initiative required the creation of a special fund to facilitate the training and retention 
of taxonomists and the promotion of access to the taxonomic information held worldwide.  He drew 
attention to the need to provide incentives for biological resources in community-based conservation 
systems and to give serious consideration to the establishment of biological corridors with the 
involvement of the community.  Community management in protected areas should be strengthened, 
particularly in areas with coastal and marine ecosystems.  He hoped that SBSTTA would be able to 
propose ways and means of overcoming barriers to full implementation of the programme of work on dry 
and sub-humid lands, especially resource constraints, knowledge gaps, and weak institutional 
frameworks. 

25. The representative of Poland thanked donors who had supported the participation of countries 
with economies in transition and the German Government for hosting the informal pre/SBSTTA expert 
meeting the previous October.  She hoped that discussions at the present meeting would take place in a 
properly scientific spirit, leaving political negotiations to the Conference of the Parties.     

26. The representative of El Salvador thanked those Parties that had made financial contributions to 
enable developing countries to participate in the meeting and emphasized that many of the items on the 
agenda were of particular importance to the Latin American and Caribbean region.  

27. The representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland said that despite 
the growing recognition of the importance of biodiversity to human livelihoods and well-being, 
biodiversity continued to be lost at an unprecedented rate.  It was essential that decision-making under the 
Convention be based on a clear assessment of the threats to and status of biodiversity and on the 
effectiveness of the Convention�s mechanisms.  The momentum generated at the first meeting of the Ad 
Hoc Open-ended Working Group on the Review of Implementation of the Convention had to be 
maintained and it was to be hoped that SBSTTA would make substantive progress and put forward 
pragmatic and prioritized recommendations to the Conference of the Parties.   

28. Mr. Nick Davidson, Deputy Secretary General of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, speaking 
at the 1st meeting of Working Group II, on 28 November 2005, reported on the key outcomes of the ninth 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, held in Kampala from 8 
to 15 November 2005.  He said that 25 resolutions had been adopted, including a new Ramsar criterion 
for the designation of sites for non-avian wetland-dependent species. He also said that the Parties had 
adopted an emergency resolution on avian influenza and its consequences for wetland and waterbird 
conservation, as well as a resolution that had further strengthened the recognition of the importance of 
taking into account cultural features in the Ramsar site designation process.  In closing, he said that the 
Conference of the Parties had recognized the need to engage cross-sectorally in addressing the drivers of 
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change to wetlands so as to secure the wetlands� capacity to continue to deliver their ecosystem 
benefits/services. 

ITEM 2. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 

A. Attendance 

29. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following Parties and other Governments:  
Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, 
Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina 
Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa 
Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Czech Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Estonia, Ethiopia, European Community, Finland, 
France, Gabon, Germany, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Hungary, Iceland, 
India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kiribati, 
Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Lithuania, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of), Mongolia, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, 
Norway, Pakistan, Palau, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Republic of Korea, Republic of 
Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe.  

30. Observers from the following United Nations bodies, specialized agencies, convention 
secretariats and other bodies also attended: Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea 
(DOALOS), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Global Environment 
Facility (GEF), Interim Commission on Phytosanitary Measures, United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD), United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), UNEP Division of Global 
Environment Facility Coordination, United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF), United Nations University 
(UNU), World Bank, World Conservation Monitoring Centre of the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP-WCMC), World Meteorological Organization (WMO). 

31. The following were also represented by observers:  Africa Resources Trust, American Museum of 
Natural History, Amerindian Peoples Association, Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact, Auditor General of 
Canada, Ban Terminator Campaign, Biodiversity Convention Office, Biodôme de MontrØal, BioNET-
INTERNATIONAL, BirdLife International, BirdLife International/Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds, CAB International, Cambridge Centre for Conservation Policy, Canadian Barcode of Life 
Network, Centre for International Sustainable Development Law, Commission for Environmental 
Cooperation (CEC), Concordia University, Conference on Health and Biodiversity (COHAB), 
Conservation International, Consortium for the Barcode of Life, Consultative Group on International 
Agricultural Research, Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research, Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research 
in the Dry Areas, Council of Europe, Defenders of Wildlife, DIVERSITAS, EcoIndustrielle, ECOROPA, 
Environment Canada, Environment Liaison Centre International, Equitable Tourism Options, European 
Commission, Fauna & Flora International, Federation of German Scientists, Forest Peoples Programme, 
Foundation for International Environmental Law and Development, Friends of the Earth International, 
Friends of the Siberian Forests, Global Biodiversity Information Facility, Global Canopy Programme, 
Global Environment Centre, Global Footprint Network, Global Forest Coalition, Global Invasive Species 
Programme - Secretariat, Greenline - Scientific Association for Conservation, Greenpeace International, 
Humane Society of the United States, Institut Hydro-QuØbec, Environnement, DØveloppement et SociØtØ, 
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Institute for Biodiversity, Integrated Environmental Consultants Namibia, Inter-American Institute for 
Global Change Research, Inter-Mountain Peoples Education and Culture in Thailand Association, 
International Bioinformatics Foundation, International Council on Mining and Metals, International 
Environmental Resources, International Fund for Animal Welfare, International Indian Teatry Council, 
International Marine Mammal Association, International Petroleum Industry Environmental Conservation 
Association, IUCN - The World Conservation Union, McGill School of Environment, McGill University, 
Millette-Keller and Associates Inc., Ministerial Conference on Forest Protection in Europe, Monsanto 
Co., MURSI, Nordic council of Ministers, North American Plant Protection Organization, Permanent 
Commission of the South Pacific, Planeta Azul, Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, Rio Tinto, Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North, SecrØtariat International 
Francophone pour l’Évaluation Environnementale, Sec retariat of the Pacific Regional Environment 
Programme, Species 2000, SWAN International, Tebtebba Foundation, Terrassist, The Institute of 
Cultural Affairs, The Nature Conservancy, The PYXIS Innovation, TIMBERWATCH, Twin Dolphins 
Inc., Universidad de las Regiones Autonomas de la Costa Caribe Nicaraguense, UniversitØ de MontrØal, 
UniversitØ de Sherbrooke, UniversitØ de Sherbrooke/CBD NGO Alliance, UniversitØ du QuØbec à 
MontrØal (UQAM), UniversitØ Laval, VIOLA, Wildlife Conservation Society, World Rainforest 
Movement, World Wide Fund for Nature - International, WWF -CANADA, WWF International.  

B. Election of officers 

32. In accordance with the decisions taken by the Conference of the Parties at its seventh meeting, 
held in Kuala Lumpur from 9 to 20 and 23 to 27 February 2004, and by the Subsidiary Body at its ninth 
and tenth meetings, held, respectively, in Montreal from 10 to 14 November 2003 and in Bangkok from 7 
to 11 February 2005, the Bureau of the eleventh meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical 
and Technological Advice comprised the following members (UNEP/CBD/COP/8/2, paras. 40 and 41): 

Chair:  Mr. Christian Prip (Denmark) 

Vice-Chairs: Mr. Alfred Oteng-Yeboah (Ghana) 
Ms. Claudine Ramiarison (Madagascar) 
Mr. Jorge Ernesto Quezada Diaz (El Salvador) 
Mr. Michael Andrew (Saint Lucia) 
Mr. Asghar Mohammadi Fazel (Islamic Republic of Iran) 
Ms. Annemarie Watt (Australia) 
Ms. Shirin Karryeva (Turkmenistan) 
Ms. Bozena Haczek (Poland) 

  Ms. Chaweewan Hutacharern (Thailand) 

33. At the 1st plenary session of the meeting, on 28 November  2005, the Subsidiary Body agreed 
that Ms. Chaweewan Hutacharern (Thailand) should serve as Rapporteur for the meeting. 

34. At the second plenary session of the meeting, on 2 December 2005, the Subsidiary Body elected 
the following officers to serve on the Bureau for a two-meeting term, commencing at the end of the 
current meeting, to replace the Bureau members from Ghana, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Poland and 
Saint Lucia: 

Mr. Rawson Piniel Yonazi (United Republic of Tanzania) 
Mr. Joel E. Miles (Palau) 
Mr. Angheluta Vadineanu (Romania) 
Mr. Linus Spencer Thomas (Grenada) 

C.  Adoption of the agenda 

35. At the 1st plenary session of the meeting, the Subsidiary Body adopted the following agenda, on 
the basis of the provisional agenda approved at its tenth meeting (UNEP/CBD/COP/8/2, annex II): 
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I. ORGANIZATIONAL AND REPORTING MATTERS 

1. Opening of the meeting. 

2. Organizational matters: 

 2.1. Election of officers; 

 2.2. Adoption of the agenda; 

 2.3. Organization of work. 

3. Progress report on the implementation of the programmes of work of the 
Convention. 

II. SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES 

4. In-depth review of programmes of work:  

4.1. Dry and sub-humid lands biodiversity; 

4.2. Global Taxonomy Initiative. 

5. Strategic issues for evaluating progress or supporting implementation of the 
Strategic Plan, including the 2010 biodiversity target, and contributions to 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals: 

 5.1. Second Global Biodiversity Outlook:  review of the draft;  

5.2. Millennium Ecosystem Assessment:  review of the findings, in particular 
the synthesis report on biodiversity prepared for the Convention;  

5.3. Incentive measures:  

(a) Proposals on the application of positive incentive measures and 
their integration into relevant policies, programmes or strategies;  

(b) Proposals on valuation of biodiversity and biodiversity resources 
and functions; 

5.4. Mountain biodiversity: development of goals and sub-targets for the 
programme of work in the framework of the 2010 target. 

6. Other scientific and technical issues as determined by the Conference of the 
Parties:  

6.1. Marine and coastal biodiversity:  identification of technical options for the 
conservation and sustainable use of deep seabed genetic resources beyond 
national jurisdiction; 

6.2. Inland water ecosystems:  

(a) Proposals on matters identified in paragraphs 3 and 16 of decision 
VII/4 relating to national reporting on inland water ecosystems; 

(b) Consideration of matters relating to paragraphs 29 and 30 of 
decision VII/4 on criteria for the designation of Ramsar sites in the 
context of the Convention on Biological Diversity and guidelines 
for their application;  

6.3. Forest biological diversity:  

(a) Consideration of matters arising from the implementation of 
paragraph 19 of decision VI/22; 
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(b) Consideration of the report of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group 
on the Review of Implementation of the Programme of Work on 
Forest Biodiversity;  

6.4. Invasive alien species: further consideration of gaps and inconsistencies in 
the international regulatory frameworks;  

6.5. Sustainable use: further consolidation of the work on the use of terms and 
on associated instruments;  

6.6. Guidance for promoting synergy among activities addressing biological 
diversity, desertification, land degradation and climate change.  

III. FINAL MATTERS 

7. Preparation for the twelfth and thirteenth meetings of the Subsidiary Body on 
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice: 

7.1. Draft provisional agendas; 

7.2. Dates and venues. 

8. Other matters. 

9. Adoption of the report. 

10. Closure of the meeting. 

D.  Organization of work 

36. In accordance with its modus operandi, the Subsidiary Body at the opening plenary session of the 
meeting decided to establish two open-ended sessional working groups for its eleventh meeting:  Working 
Group I, chaired by Ms. Annemarie Watt (Australia), to consider items 4.2 (Global Taxonomy 
Initiative), 5.2 (Millennium Ecosystem Assessment: review of the findings, in particular the synthesis 
report on biodiversity prepared for the Convention, 5.3 (Incentive measures: (a) Proposals on the 
application of positive incentive measures and their integration into relevant policies, programmes or 
strategies; and (b) Proposals on valuation of biodiversity and biodiversity resources and functions), 6.4 
(Invasive alien species: further consideration of gaps and inconsistencies in the international regulatory 
frameworks), 6.5 (Sustainable use: further consolidation of the work on the use of terms and on associated 
instruments), 6.6 (Guidance for promoting synergy among activities addressing biological diversity, 
desertification, land degradation and climate change); and Working Group II, chaired by Ms. Claudine 
Ramiarison (Madagascar), to consider items 4.1 (Dry and sub-humid lands biodiversity), 5.4 Mountain 
biodiversity: development of goals and sub-targets for the programme of work in the framework of the 
2010 target, 6.1 (Marine and coastal biodiversity: identification of technical options for the conservation 
and sustainable use of deep seabed genetic resources beyond national jurisdiction), 6.2 (Inland water 
ecosystems:  (a) Proposals on matters identified in paragraphs 3 and 16 of decision VII/4 relating to 
reporting on inland water ecosystems; (b) Consideration of matters relating to paragraphs 29 and 30 of 
decision VII/4 on criteria for the designation of Ramsar sites in the context of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and guidelines for their application), 6.3 (Forest biological diversity: 
(a) Consideration of matters arising from the implementation of paragraph 19 of decision VI/22; (b) 
Consideration of the report of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on the Review of Implementation of 
the Programme of Work on Forest Biological Diversity).  It was decided that the remaining items would 
be taken up directly in plenary. 

37. The Chair drew attention to paragraph 12 (a) of decision VII/30 of the Parties, which required 
SBSTTA to review and, as necessary, to refine the goals and sub-targets of the programmes of work.  
Recommendation 1/8 of the first meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of 
Implementation of the Convention had noted the mandate given to SBSTTA in decision VII/30 and had 
encouraged SBSTTA to fulfil it.  He understood that there was some concern regarding goal 10, in 




