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REPORT OF THE LATIN AMERICAN AND THE CARIBBEAN REGI ONAL MEETING ON 
THE COMPOSITE REPORT ON TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE  

 

The Executive Secretary is circulating herewith, for the information of participants in the fourth 
meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended International Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions, 
the report of the Latin American and the Caribbean regional meeting on the composite report on 
traditional knowledge, which was held in New York, United States, on 14 and 15 May 2005. 

 
The Latin American and Caribbean Regional Meeting was attended by experts representing 

indigenous and local community organizations from Parties to the CBD. A total of 35 persons 
participated.  The participants adopted by consensus, 41 recommendations ranging from general, local, 
national and international in focus, aimed at identifying and addressing obstacles and process to the 
retention and use of the knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities 
relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity (TK) and specifically to identify 
processes that may threaten traditional knowledge with the view to the identification and assessment of 
measures and initiatives to protect, promote and facilitate the use of TK. 

                                                 
*  UNEP/CBD/WG8J/4/1. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
1. In paragraph 4 (a) of decision VII/16 of its seventh meeting, the Conference of the Parties 
requested the Executive Secretary to continue work on phase one of the composite report on the status 
and trends regarding the knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities, in 
order to produce a revised version of it, taking into account the following elements, inter alia: (a) the 
organization of regional workshops … Pursuant to this decision, a Latin America and the Caribbean 
Regional Meeting on status and trends on Traditional Knowledge was held in New York on 14-15 May 
2005.  The workshop was held in New York after consultations with Latin American participants agreed 
that holding the workshop immediately before the Fourth Session of the United Nations Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues would provide an opportunity for increased participation of indigenous 
peoples’ representatives from the Americas. 
 
2. The regional workshop was made possible thanks to the generous support of the Government of 
the Netherlands and was organized by the Secretariat for the Convention on Biological Diversity, in 
cooperation with United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.  The meeting provided the 
opportunity to both government representatives and indigenous and local community representatives from 
the Latin America and the Caribbean region to contribute to the preparation and substantive content of the 
report on the status and trends of traditional knowledge and of the factors that threaten such knowledge in 
the Latin America and the Caribbean region.   
 
 

II. ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 

A. Attendance 
 
3. Two members of the Advisory Group to Article 8j for the Latin America and the Caribbean 
region, Ms. Esther Camac Ramirez (Costa Rica), from the Consejo Indígena Mesoamericano – CIMA and 
the Alliance of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples of the Tropical Forests, and Mr. Alejandro Argumedo 
(Peru) from ANDES Association and Call of the Earth, participated in the workshop, and Ms. Olitia Lux 
Decoti attended as a member for the Latin America and the Caribbean region of the United Nations 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.  Mr. Gonzalo Oviedo, the consultant for the Latin America and 
the Caribbean Regional report also participated as rapporteur, assisted by his co-researcher Ms. Flavia 
Noejovich from IUCN – The World Conservation Union. 
 
4. The Workshop was attended by experts from 5 Member States, and experts from 30 indigenous 
organizations.  A total of 34 persons attended and 12 participants where funded by the CBD.  The 
attendance list is contained in annex III to the present report. 
 

B. Documentation 
 
5. The participants had before them a proposed agenda (UNEP/CBD/WG8J/RW/ Latin America and 
Caribbean), a proposed programme of work (UNEP/CBD/WG8J/RW/Latin America and 
Caribbean/Add.1), the Executive Summary of the Report on the first phase of the composite report on the 
status and trends regarding the knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities 
relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity (UNEP/CBD/WG8J/3/4), the First 
Phase of the South America Regional Report on the status and trends concerning the knowledge, 
innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities relevant to the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity (UNEP/CBD/WG8J/3/INF/10), the First Phase of the Caribbean 
Regional Report on the status and trends concerning the knowledge, innovations and practices of 
indigenous and local communities relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity 
(UNEP/CBD/WG8J/3/INF/5) and the First Phase of the Central American Regional Report on the status 
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and trends concerning the knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities 
relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity (UNEP/CBD/WG8J/3/INF/6). 
 
6. Documentation made available for the Workshop is listed in annex II. The documentation is 
available on the web site of the Convention on Biological Diversity at www.biodiv.org  
 

C. Opening of the meeting 
 
7. The meeting was opened at 10 a.m. on Saturday 14 May 2005, by Mr. John Scott, Programme 
Officer for Article 8(j) of the CBD Secretariat. At the beginning of the meeting, participants were 
requested to introduce themselves and their organizations.  
 

D. Election of officers 
 
8. The meeting was chaired by Mr. John Scott, from the Secretariat of the CBD, and co-chaired by 
Ms. Esther Camac, member of the Advisory Group to Article 8j for the Latin America and the Caribbean 
region. Mr. Gonzalo Oviedo, the consultant for the Latin America and Caribbean regional report, was 
elected as Rapporteur.  
 

E. Adoption of the agenda and programme of work 
 
9. The Workshop adopted its agenda on the basis of a revised agenda and programme of work 
submitted by the Secretariat. The agenda and programme of work are contained in Annex I. 

 
10. The Workshop was conducted in 5 plenary meetings and 2 breakout group sessions. 
 

F. Adoption of the report 
 
11. On 15 May 2005, the Workshop adopted by consensus the report and the recommendations 
(contained in section IV below).  
 

G. Closure of the Workshop 
 
12. The meeting was closed after the adoption of the report and recommendations in the final plenary 
session on 15 May 2005. 

III. OBSERVATIONS 
 
Goals and expectations 
 
13. At the outset, it was noted that the purpose of the workshop was to provide an opportunity for 
both indigenous and local communities and governments to provide input into the Second Phase of the 
Latin America and Caribbean Regional Report on the status and trends concerning the knowledge, 
innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities relevant to the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity (TK) and specifically to identify processes that may threaten 
traditional knowledge with the view to the identification and assessment of measures and initiatives to 
protect, promote and facilitate the use of TK. The Secretariat of the CBD noted that, as highlighted in the 
first phase of the Composite Report, traditional biodiversity-related knowledge is very much alive and 
strong in the region, but there are many processes affecting its vitality, which calls for urgent measures 
for its effective protection, preservation and promotion of its wider use.    
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Background and Process 
 
14. Ms. Sofia Gutierrez, from the CBD Secretariat, provided the participants with an overview of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity and of Article 8j and related articles and issues, in Spanish, to 
provide a context for discussions concerning traditional environmental knowledge (TK).  The work 
programme for Article 8j was examined in detail with specific focus on the development of phase two of 
the regional report, as well as on mechanisms and measures for encouraging and enhancing participation 
of indigenous and local communities in implementation of the programme of work on Article 8(j) and 
Related Provisions. 
 
15. Methodologies to engage the participants included the use of group work and mind-mapping 
exercises to contextualize TK discussions and to identify obstacles to the retention of TK and to identify 
and assess, where they exist, measures and initiatives to protect, promote and facilitate the use of TK.  
 
16. Throughout the 2 days of the workshop, the consultant and his co-researcher worked with 
participants to interview interested parties regarding sources of information and useful networks to assist 
the development of phase two of the regional Latin America and Caribbean report. 
 
17. Ms. Esther Camac, as member of the Advisory Group to Article 8j for the Latin America and the 
Caribbean region, thanked the Secretariat of the CBD for the invitation to participate in the Advisory 
Group. She indicated that from the start of her participation in the CBD process, she has been struggling 
to increase participation of indigenous and community organizations, and many opportunities for 
participation have been opened since. She commended the appointment of Mr. John Scott and Ms. Sofia 
Gutierrez for working on Article 8(j). 
 
18. Mr. Alejandro Argumedo, in his capacity as member of the Advisory Group to Article 8j for the 
Latin America and the Caribbean region, thanked also the Secretariat of the CBD for the invitation to this 
meeting, and informed of recent discussions held in Peru with national authorities on measures to prevent 
environmental impacts from development works on sacred sites of indigenous peoples of Peru. This, he 
emphasised, was a good example of the importance of national-level participation of indigenous 
communities and organizations in matters concerning implementation of the CBD.   
 
General Observations 
 
19. In the second plenary session, participants raised questions and discussed topics relevant to the 
CBD mandate on TK.  To open the discussion, Mr. John Scott from the Secretariat of the CBD presented 
an overview regarding work on TK-related topics being carried out within the UN system; noting that 
several agencies are involved in this area and a coordinated effort was required to ensure holistic 
protection of TK.  The CBD has a specific focus on biodiversity-related knowledge; as an example, the 
CBD’s MOU with WIPO clarifies the specific mandates of each agency and promotes complimentarity 
and harmonisation of their respective work in this area.  Other agencies involved in the area of traditional 
knowledge for example include UNESCO, FAO, UNPFII, OHCHR, UNCTAD, WHO, etc.  In relation to 
the CBD terminology of “indigenous and local communities”, it was indicated that the adoption of such 
terminology corresponded with the need to ensure that communities in regions such as Africa and Asia, 
where the concept of “indigenous peoples” may not be recognized, were taken into consideration as 
holders of traditional knowledge.  It was noted that the current terminology also allows for recognition of 
non-indigenous communities holding traditional knowledge.  
 
 
21. Mr. Albert Deterville, from the Indigenous People (Bethechilokono) of Saint Lucia Governing 
Council, provided input compiled from several Anglophone communities of the Caribbean.  He noted that 



UNEP/CBD/WG8J/4/INF/12 
Page 5 

 

/… 
 

St. Lucia recognizes indigenous peoples participation in CBD processes as important and has established 
a regular domestic mechanism for participation, which includes providing funding for that purpose.  
 
22.  An indigenous representative from Colombia congratulated the Secretariat of the CBD on the 
initiative of hosting this regional workshop.  He noted that many indigenous organizations have been 
actively participating in international environmental policy making since Rio in 1992. He further noted 
that recognition and opportunities for participation have increased, which is a positive aspect of the 
process.  However, he emphasized that there are many concerns that arise from their experience including 
the lack of conceptual and normative frameworks at the national level to clarify to whom such CBD 
terminology as “indigenous and local communities…” applies.  This becomes further complicated when 
extended, for example to the Amazon basin, where there is a great social and cultural diversity.  He 
suggested that this problem is present in the terminology used in the first phase of the Composite Report, 
and could be rectified by going beyond the current CBD terminology and using concepts already used in 
other processes.  The elements of TK of indigenous peoples are linked to a world-view that integrates 
spirituality, and thus has specificities that are difficult to find in other groups.  In Colombia, a commission 
of independent experts has been created to work on TK issues, but membership is as experts, not as 
representatives of indigenous peoples and communities. 
 
23. The indigenous representative from Colombia also noted that regarding the draft ethical code of 
conduct proposed by the Secretariat of the CBD, clarification is needed as to who are the targets for this 
code, as there is evidence that development agencies and processes are the ones producing impacts and 
therefore should be guided by the establishment of such a proposed code, as well as other researchers 
within indigenous and local community contexts.   
 
24. Regarding the CBD national focal points, many indigenous participants noted that there remains 
much confusion as to who the national focal points are and what their obligation are concerning the CBD 
and dissemination of information to indigenous and local communities.  Many participants complained 
about the lack of effectiveness of the focal points in disseminating information and in liasing with 
indigenous and local communities; furthermore, the current mechanisms for obtaining relevant 
documentation for meetings are not practical and present difficulties to indigenous and local communities, 
especially if they are only available in English and through the Internet. Many participants called for the 
establishment of focal points concentrating specifically on Article 8(j) at the national level which could be 
nominated through indigenous agencies or organizations that work on matters pertinent to indigenous and 
local communities and their TK.    
 
25. An indigenous representative from the Andes felt that the problem in the CBD implementation in 
the region remained its current focus on the Amazon region, while other regions of South America have 
great importance in terms of biodiversity.  It was further noted by the Secretariat of the CBD that the 
work of the CBD followed both thematic areas and ecosystem approach to ensure no region was 
neglected. 
 
26. An indigenous representative from Brazil spoke on behalf of indigenous organizations from 
Brazil, particularly organizations of the indigenous movement of Brazil and the Grupo de Trabalho 
Amazonico, which includes a diversity of institutions active on issues of conservation and sustainable use 
in the Brazilian Amazon.  She noted that their participation in this event is greatly important because of 
the opportunity to channel information and views back to the communities in Brazil.  She also noted that 
there remain language challenges, for example as they are not able to use their indigenous languages and 
Portuguese is not an official language of the Convention or of the United Nations.   
 
27. Another indigenous representative noted the that the CBD was not negotiated from the interests 
and rights of indigenous and local communities and this is why the terminology and even the contents of 
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provisions such as in Article 8(j) and Related Provisions are not appropriate to them.  He further noted 
that more appropriate terminology has evolved in other United Nations fora, and those advances should 
be used as a standard instead of accepting the restrictive terminology currently used in the CBD.  
Regarding national focal points on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions, he noted that their nomination 
should be made by indigenous and community organizations in each country. 
 
28. The indigenous and government representative from St. Lucia noted that the current domestic 
participation mechanism for St. Lucia, corresponds directly with the Secretariat of the CBD to promote 
effectiveness.   He recommended this as a good practice and as an example of a possible model that could 
be pursued in other countries.   
 
29.  Some indigenous representatives highlighted the importance of participation in the context of 
national environmental legislation and policies and its implementation especially in such areas as forests, 
highlands, etc. 
 
30. An indigenous representative from Peru noted that the commercial access of TK should be 
considered in connection with the inter-hemispheric trade negotiations in the Americas, and in prevailing 
economic processes, such as privatization of ecosystem services and globalization.  He emphasized that 
the issue of customary law and its capacity to manage TK issues should be examined in the further 
development of the Composite Report, as it plays a major role in the cultural dynamics of indigenous 
peoples and communities. 
 
31. Some indigenous representatives called for improved demographic information in national 
reports, making sure that the views of indigenous communities are more fully integrated.  
 
32. The Secretariat of the CBD provided answers and comments to questions raised by the meeting 
participants, and welcomed such questions and comments as they help develop possible recommendations 
for the consideration of the meeting.  The Secretariat noted that many indigenous representatives had 
indicated that before discussing ABS, protection of TK should be ensured, so for them the process is 
advancing in the wrong (reverse) order.  
 
33. Regarding the code of ethics, the Secretariat of the CBD explained that a draft will be discussed 
with representatives of indigenous and local communities at the Fourth Meeting of the Working Group on 
Article 8(j) and Related Provisions (Granada, Spain, January 2006), which will forward the draft resulting 
from the discussion to the Eighth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties (Brazil, March 2006) for 
consideration and possible adoption.  
 
34. In the third plenary session, participants were provided with an overview of the first phase of the 
regional report by the consultant Mr. Gonzalo Oviedo and this was complemented by an analysis of the 
results of the first phase of the regional report.  Furthermore, the consultant presented the work done thus 
far for the preparation of the second phase of the regional report, and highlighted the limitations that the 
researchers face due to factors of complexity and dispersion of the information, restricted resources for 
research and consultations, and short deadlines and insufficient material available from national reports.  
It was also highlighted that the final product of this process is not necessarily a complete and exhaustive 
academic report on the state of traditional knowledge and the measures for its preservation, but rather a 
report that leads to recommendations that can be integrated in a useful, viable plan of action at the global 
and regional levels, and which countries can use as guidance to put in place their own national action 
plans.   
 
35. An indigenous representative of the Asian regional workshop presented a brief account of the 
work carried out at the Asian Regional Meeting on the Composite Report on Traditional Knowledge, held 
in Baguio, the Philippines, on 28-30 April 2005.  The Asian meeting gathered a similar number of 
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participants, with also a similarly high representation of indigenous women. After rich and lively 
discussions, the meeting came up with 52 recommendations dealing with issues from local to general 
relevance. The Asian Meeting was highly appreciated and valued by participants from indigenous and 
local communities.  
 
36. The indigenous representative of Peru noted that whilst the Asian Meeting report is valuable, it is 
necessary to make better connections with other processes dealing with TK, within and outside of the 
CBD.  He noted that this would require a thematic focus, rather than a general focus that only 
distinguishes between levels from local to international.   He noted that examples of this thematic 
approach included traditional knowledge related to forests, mountains, agriculture, health, freshwater, etc.  
 
37. After brief comments, participants met in breakout groups to discuss obstacles to the preservation 
of TK at local, national and international levels, and reported the outcomes back at the fourth plenary 
session.  A similar process was followed in session four concerning the identification and assessment, 
where they exist, of measures and initiatives to protect and facilitate the use of TK. 
 
38. In session five, the participants were provided with draft recommendations for their consideration 
and adoption.  Participants critically analysed and refined the draft recommendations, which were 
presented back to the plenary, where the report and the recommendations were adopted by consensus. 
  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 

General 
 
It is recommended that: 
 
1. There is a need to strengthen the implementation of the CBD at global, regional, national and 
local levels. 
 
2. Foreign and introduced religions have damaged TK systems and inter-Faith dialogues should be 
promoted to encourage and promote mutual respect and to repair centuries of damage to the TK systems 
of indigenous and local communities. 
 
3. The right of self-determination of indigenous peoples and the related process of free, prior and 
informed consent needs to be acknowledged and implemented if indigenous peoples are to be empowered 
to protect their TK. 
 
 
Local 
 
It is recommended that: 
 
4. The introduction and strengthening of indigenous education programmes including indigenous 
languages and including the important role of community Elders and indigenous women as holders and 
transmitters of TK, should be encouraged and strengthened to bridge the growing generation gap, to 
ensure the perpetuation of TK.  
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5. The extended family, community and indigenous socio-cultural and political structures should be 
supported as primary modes of transmittal of TK for intergenerational transfer and all modes of 
intergeneration transfer of TK should be strengthened. 
 
6. Indigenous peoples and local communities require access, control and ownership of their 
territories and natural resources to practice, promote and protect their TK. 
 
7. Indigenous and local communities should promote the sustainable use of traditional foods, crop 
varieties, animals, agricultural and agro-forestry systems and medicines to encourage the retention and 
use of TK.   
 

National 
 
It is recommended that: 
 
8. National reporting should incorporate or be complemented by parallel reports submitted by 
indigenous peoples’ organizations and NGOs to more accurately capture what is happening on the 
national and local levels.  Increased cooperation is required between governments and indigenous and 
local communities in national reporting and more importantly, in the implementation of the CBD. 
 
9. TK holders at the local level should be responsible for local implementation of protection 
measures for TK.  Governments need to support the local implementation through legislation and 
enforcement of that legislation.  Preservation of TK cannot be separated from TK practices on the ground. 
  
10. Support for indigenous education is needed to promote TK and promotion of such strategies as 
language schools, mobile schools, cultural awareness programmes and exchange programmes between 
indigenous peoples to further promote and protect TK.  Indigenous education should also be used to 
strengthen the intergeneration transmittal of TK. 
 
11. CBD National focal points should be strengthened and strongly encouraged to work with 
indigenous peoples organizations and networks to distribute information to indigenous and local 
communities and to other government departments (to build capacity and sensitivity to indigenous 
issues).  An indigenous specific national focal point should be established through indigenous processes 
to ensure dissemination of information at the community level.  
 
12. Governments should recognise the principles of customary indigenous law applicable to TK and 
incorporate such principles into national legal systems, in equal partnership with TK holders and with 
their prior and informed consent, and respecting the right of indigenous peoples to continue practising 
these systems without interference or threat. 
 
13. Indigenous peoples and their traditional territories need to be recognized in order to protect TK 
and ensure the full and effective implementation of the CBD.  Recognition should be based on the right to 
self-identify along with the characteristics as identified in the Cobo report (refer UN document 
PFII/2004/WS.1/3 and E/CN.4/Sub.2/1986/7 and Add. 1-4). 
 
14. The full and effective implementation of the Akwe:Kon Guidelines can contribute to the 
promotion and protection of TK 
 
15. Capacities of and coordination between national and local bodies responsible for implementing 
the CBD should be enhanced, including through the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples 
and local communities. 
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16. Special efforts should be made to protect indigenous peoples, who are under immediate threat and 
face extinction of language, culture and TK practices and including indigenous peoples living in 
voluntary isolation. 
 
17. Ecological restoration is needed for degraded ecosystems to revitalise TK use. 
 
18. Fragmentation of indigenous territories and privatisation of land may impact on the loss of TK.  
The integrity of indigenous territories should be respected; 
 
19. Collectiveness of land title can strengthen TK. 
 
20. Introduction of written cultures changes world-views of oral based cultures often to the detriment 
of TK. Intercultural education should be promoted and encouraged as well as the development of 
technological tools to support the preservation of TK. 
 
21. The usefulness or not of registers for TK as a possible protection mechanism for TK should be 
further researched and critically analysed. 
    
 

International 
 
It is recommended that: 
 
22. CBD processes should be linked with other related international instruments and in particular 
established and developing human rights standards and processes and other relevant international 
structures (such as the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the United Nations 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues) with the view of promoting further complementation and 
harmonization (refer GA resolution 41/120).   
 
23. Work on a code of conduct and ethics for researchers in indigenous and local contexts should be 
accelerated with the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples. 
 
24. Indigenous peoples and their organizations should enhance their capacities and develop 
specializations to effectively participate in CBD processes at all levels from international to national to 
local; and governments should support indigenous peoples in these initiatives.  Indigenous participation, 
particularly that of TK holders and indigenous women, at all levels of elaboration of protection and 
implementation of protection is regarded as essential if the CBD is to be effectively implemented.  
Furthermore TK holders at the local level should be responsible for local implementation of protection 
measures for TK.  Governments need to support the local implementation through legislation and 
enforcement of that legislation. 
 
25. The CBD needs to transform its processes to increase the visibility of indigenous and local 
communities across all programme areas as TK is identified as a cross-cutting issue.  CBD discussions 
should be grounded in grass-roots indigenous and local communities, where it is implemented.  More 
indigenous voices are required at all CBD meetings of interest to indigenous and local communities and 
indigenous participants have suggested that the use of regional caucuses may be useful to promote the 
diversity of indigenous and local communities. 
 
26. The CBD should recognize indigenous peoples, TK holders and indigenous women as experts 
and encourage and facilitate their full and effective participation in experts meetings and advisory bodies. 
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27. The CBD should increase resources and indigenous staff to assist with the implementation of 
CBD work programmes of interest to indigenous peoples recognizing that TK is a cross-cutting issue.  
 
28. The CBD should accelerate its work on Article 10c concerning sustainable use, by allocating 
more resources including staff, as this will complement the work concerning the promotion and protection 
of TK. 
 
29. The CBD and the UNPFII should undertake impact assessments and analysis of international 
trade and investment agreements, including the work of WTO and the TRIPs Agreement and Free Trade 
Agreements relevant to TK, and formulate recommendations for implementation with the view to protect 
and promote TK. 
 
30. The CBD should further recognize that gender complementation is vital for both the full and 
effective participation of indigenous and local communities and in the implementation of the CBD at all 
levels. 
 
31. Recognizing the memorandum of understanding between the CBD and WIPO, the CBD should 
accelerate its work on the protection of TK, as appropriate to its mandate, and further develop holistic and 
culturally appropriate sui generis non-intellectual property based forms of protection with the full and 
effective participation of indigenous and local communities. 
 
32. The CBD should critically examine its processes for dissemination of information and its reliance 
on Internet based information with the view to developing more effective modes of transmission 
recognising the context of indigenous and local communities. 
 
33. The CBD should recognise and use the term “indigenous peoples” rather than indigenous and 
local communities, which fails to capture the spiritual dimensions of TK and can lead to conflicts between 
groups. 
 
34. CBD should improve indigenous participation across all thematic areas as a priority. 
 
35. Parties to the CBD should accelerate implementation of national mechanisms for indigenous 
participation in the implementation of the CBD. 
 
36. CBD selection of indigenous participants should be based on merit and should not be required 
through national focal points. 
 
37. The CBD should develop a strategy to disseminate information through indigenous peoples’ 
organizations and NGOs, to the community level. 
 
38. The CBD should fund local encounters with experts and community people to raise awareness of 
CBD issues. 
 
39. CBD should consider TK as a spiritual entity and its preservation should be sacred. 
 
40. The CBD should enhance its thematic approach and the ecosystem approach as good practices in 
implementing the CBD. 
 
41. CBD work on the Clearing House Mechanism should be accelerated. 
 
 
Other Recommendations (proposed but not debated and adopted due to time constraints) 
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It is recommended that: 
 
42. All parties should recognize the special role of indigenous women, as experts and holders of their 
communities’ traditional knowledge regarding biodiversity and related genetic resources, in order to 
strengthen the intergenerational transmission of this knowledge and to guarantee its permanence. 
 
43. All parties including governments and the CBD should create mechanisms such as dissemination 
campaigns to highlight the importance of the traditional knowledge for indigenous peoples. 
 
44. All parties should encourage and develop support programmes to promote the agricultural 
diversity of indigenous peoples and this will lead to the strengthening (promotion and protection) of their 
traditional knowledge. 
45. All parties should support research initiated by indigenous organizations concerning such areas as 
demographic and territorial data and also on conflict resolution mapping and the impact of these issues on 
their traditional knowledge. 
 
46. The CBD Secretariat should support the effective participation of indigenous representatives in 
all CBD processes related to access to genetic resources and traditional knowledge, as well as encourage 
the dissemination of information regarding these issues at the national level to indigenous and local 
communities. 
 
47. The dissemination of information to indigenous communities should be encouraged through such 
indigenous organizations as Yachay Wasi ("House of Learning" in the Kechwa language from Peru).  
Greater support is needed for indigenous organizations that wish to contribute towards this objective 
(dissemination of information). 
 
48. The CBD Secretariat should facilitate the participation of indigenous organizations such as 
Yachay Wasi and others, to the Conference of Parties as well as to the Working Group on Article 8(j) and 
other meetings of interest. 
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Annex I 

ADOPTED AGENDA 

 

1. Opening of the meeting. 

2. Organizational matters 

2.1 Officers; 

2.2 Adoption of the agenda; 

2.3 Organization of work. 

3. Background and Introduction to CBD and Article 8j: 

3.1. CBD and Article 8j and Related Articles and Issues;   

3.2. Mind-mapping Traditional Knowledge; 

3.3 Reflections on work commenced – the First Phase of the Composite Report on the status 
and trends regarding the knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local 
communities, relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity for the Latin 
American region. 

4. The State of Retention of Traditional Knowledge; processes that may threaten Traditional 
Knowledge; and possible measures and initiatives to protect Traditional Knowledge: 

4.1  Identification of national and local processes that may threaten Traditional Knowledge; 

4.2 Identification and assessment of measures and initiatives to protect, promote and     
facilitate the use of Traditional Knowledge; 

5. Other matters; 

6. Adoption of the Report. 

7. Closure of the meeting. 
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ORGANIZATION OF WORK FOR THE REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON T HE STATUS AND TRENDS REGARDING THE 
KNOWLEDGE, INNOVATIONS AND PRACTICES OF INDIGENOUS AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES RELEVANT TO BIOLOGICAL 
DIVERSITY  
 
LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN REGION 

 Plenary Notes 

Saturday  
14 May 2005 

  

10.00 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

1. Opening of the meeting; 

2. Organizational matters:  

     2.1 Election of Officers;  

     2.2 Adoption of the Agenda;  

     2.3 Organization of Work. 

3. Background and Introduction to 
the CBD and Article 8j and Related 
articles and Issues. 

3.1 CBD and Article 8j.                         

3.2 Mind-Mapping Traditional 
Knowledge 

3.3 Reflections on Work commenced 

1. Meeting opened by the CBD and the UNPFII; 

2.  CBD consultant will assist as Rapporteur; Representative of UNPFII will 
act as chairperson. 

 

 

 

 

3.1 Power-Point presentation of CBD and Article 8j by Sofia Gutierrez from 
the CBD Secretariat. 

3.2 Group activity designed to demonstrate the interconnectedness of TK and 
Indigenous perspectives and to provide a context for the following 
discussions; 

3.3 Reflections on work commenced will take the form of a brief presentation 
and responses from the group to specific issues raised in the First Phase of the 
Composite Report on the status and trends regarding the knowledge, 
innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities, relevant to the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity for the Latin America and 
Caribbean region.  These reflections will be presented by the regional 
Consultant and CBD programme officer for 8J and TK. 

1.00 pm – 2.00 pm  LUNCH  - ONE HOUR ONLY  

2.00 pm – 4.00 
p.m. 
 

4. The State of Retention of 
Traditional Knowledge; factors that 
may threaten Traditional 
Knowledge; and possible measures 

Item 4 will take the form of group work with various experts brainstorming on 
these issues in the order they appear on the agenda, followed by the Group 
Leader reporting the outcomes back to the broader meeting/plenary. 
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 Plenary Notes 

and initiatives to protect Traditional 
Knowledge: 

4.1 Identification of processes 
(National and Local) that may 
threaten Traditional Knowledge; 

 4.2 Identification and assessment of 
measures and initiatives to protect, 
promote and facilitate the use of 
Traditional Knowledge; 

Sunday  
15 May 2005 

  

 
9.00 am – 10.00am 

4.1 and 4.2 The State of Retention of 
Traditional Knowledge; factors that 
may threaten Traditional 
Knowledge; and possible measures 
and initiatives to protect Traditional 
Knowledge (continued). 

Continued  

Group Leaders will continue to report the outcomes of 4.1 and 4.2 back to the 
broader meeting/plenary along with relevant recommendations. 

10.00 am –1.00 
p.m. 
 

4.3 Recommendations concerning 
Identification of processes (National 
and Local) that may threaten 
Traditional Knowledge and the 
Identification and assessment of 
measures and initiatives to protect, 
promote and facilitate the use of 
Traditional Knowledge; 

Item 4.3 will take the form of plenary brainstorming on draft 
recommendations under local and national headings followed by the 
Chairperson moving through the recommendations for adoption by consensus. 

1.00 pm – 2.00 pm  LUNCH - ONE HOUR ONLY Participants worked through their lunch hour to complete the agenda. 

2.00 pm – 4.00 pm 5. Other Matters; 

6. Adoption of the 
Report/Recommendations; 

7. Closure of meeting. 

Continued  
 
Items 5. 6 and 7 will be dealt with in Plenary. 
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Annex II 

 
DOCUMENTS FOR THE REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE STATUS A ND TRENDS 

REGARDING THE KNOWLEDGE, INNOVATIONS AND PRACTICES OF INDIGENOUS AND 
LOCAL COMMUNITIES RELEVANT TO BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY  

 
 
Latin American and Caribbean Regional Workshop 

 
 Symbol       Title 

 
A. Working documents 

 
UNEP/CBD/WG8J/RW/LAC/1  Provisional agenda  
 
UNEP/CBD/WG8J/RW/LAC/1/ADD1 Annotated provisional agenda  
 
UNEP/CBD/WG8J/3/4 Executive Summary - Report on the first phase of the 

composite report on the status and trends regarding the 
knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and 
local communities relevant to the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity. 

 
 
  

B. Background/information documents 
 

 
UNEP/CBD/WG8J/3/INF/10 Composite report on the status and trends regarding the 

knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local 
communities 
Regional report: South America 

 
UNEP/CBD/WG8J/3/INF/10/Corr.1 Composite Report on the Status and Trends Regarding the 

Knowledge, Innovations and Practices of Indigenous and Local 
Communities Regional report: South America  
Corrigendum 

 
UNEP/CBD/WG8J/3/INF/5 Composite Report on the Status and Trends Regarding the 

Knowledge, Innovations and Practices of Indigenous and Local 
Communities  
Regional report: Caribbean 

 
UNEP/CBD/WG8J/3/INF/5/Corr.1 Composite Report on the Status and Trends Regarding the 

Knowledge, Innovations and Practices of Indigenous and Local 
Communities  
Regional report: Caribbean  
Corrigendum 
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UNEP/CBD/WG8J/3/INF/6 Composite Report on the Status and Trends Regarding the 

Knowledge, Innovations and Practices of Indigenous and Local 
Communities  
Regional report: Central America 

 
UNEP/CBD/WG8J/3/INF/6/Corr.1 Composite Report on the Status and Trends Regarding the 

Knowledge, Innovations and Practices of Indigenous and Local 
Communities  
Regional report: Central America  
Corrigendum 
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Annex III 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
 
Country Name Ethnic 

Affiliation/ 
Language 

Gender Organization and Address 

Argentina Ms. Viviana Elsa 
Figueroa-Miski 
Mayú 
 

Omaguaca/  
Spanish 

Female Asociación de la Juventud Indígena 
Argentina -Juveindígena 
Fraga 86-1-B 
CP 1427, Buenos Aires Argentina 
Tel: 54 11 48570743 
Fax: 54 11 48570743 
E-mail: elsafigueroa@yahoo.com 
juveindigena@yahoo.com.ar 
 

Bolivia Ms. María Julia 
Mosúa Pérez 
 

Spanish 
 

Female Enlace Continental de Mujeres Indígenas 
de las Américas- Región Sudamérica  
Confederación de pueblos indígenas de 
Bolivia (CIDOB) 
Santa Cruz Av-Cumabi, Barrio San Juan, 
Calle 2, Of. CIDOB 
Tel: 334 98494 
Fax: 591 3 3622707 
cidob@scbbs.com.bo�
www.cidob-bo.org�
 

Bolivia Mr. Moises 
Gutierrez 

Spanish Male Taypi Ceqe 
Casilla: # 13831 - La Paz, Bolivia  
E-mail: taypi_ceqe@yahoo.com 
 

Brazil Mr. Almire 
Narayamoga 
Surui 

Surui / 
Portuguese 

Male Organização Metareilá do Povo Indígena 
Suruí (Metareilá) 
Tel: 55 69 3443 2025 
E-mail: pvalmire@hotmail.com 
 
   

Brazil Ms. Adriana 
Sader Tescari  

Spanish/ 
English 

Female Secretary, Division of the Environment of 
the Ministry of Foreign Relations, in 
Brasilia. 
Tel: 55 61 411 6674 
Fax: 55 61 322 55 23 
E-mail: astescari@mre.gov.br 
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Brazil Ms. Mirian 
Tsibodowapré 

Spanish/ 
Portuguese 

Female Enlace Continental de Mujeres Indígenas 
de las Américas- Región Sudamérica  
Consejo Nacional de Mujeres Indígenas, 
CONAMI 
QI 23-H 367- Guará 2 
CEP: 71060230- Brasilia-DF-Brazil 
Tel.: 61 382 4085/ 61 381 5518 
Fax: 61 382 4085 
E-mail: connami@bol.com.br 
 

Brazil Ms. Azelene 
Kain 

Spanish/  
Portuguese 

Female War�  Instituto Indigena Brasileiro 
Centro Empresarial Assis Chateubriand, 
SRTUS, BL1, Q 701, Sala 705, Brasilia, 
Brazil 
Telefax: 55 61 322 7447 
E-mail: Wara.brazil@vol.com.br 
kring@uol.com.br 
 

Brazil Mr. Marcos 
Terena 

Spanish/ 
English 

Male Comitê Intertribal-Memória y Ciência 
Indígena (ITC) 
SHCGN 709, Bloco A- Casa 12 
CEP 70.750.701 
Brasilia-DF, Brasil 
Tel: 55 61 347 1337 
Fax: 55 61 347 1337 
E-mail: marcosterena@uol.com.br 

 

Chile Ms. María Isabel 
Curihuentro 
Llancaleo 

Spanish Female Enlace Continental de Mujeres Indígenas 
de las Américas- Región Sudamérica  
Corporación de Mujeres Mapuche 
“Aukiñko Zomo” 
Eddinton 2135, Villa Florencia Temuco, 
IX Region Chile 
Tel: (56) (45) 317686 / 254354 
Fax 56 45 317686 
E-mail: Aukinko_zomo@yahoo.es 
kalfumalen@yahoo.es 
 

Colombia Ms. Aida Marina 
Quilcué 
Vivas 

Spanish/ 
Nasa Yuwe 

Female Organización Nacional Indígena de 
Colombia (ONIC) 
Andinamarca 
Calle 13 No. 4-38 
Tel: 284 2158 
E-mail: quilcuev@hotmail.com 
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Colombia Mr. Segundo 
Antonio 
Jacanamijoy 
Tisoy 

Spanish Male Fundación Social Indígena “Sicmi Sacha” 
Calle 23 # 34-50, Bogotá DC, Colombia 
Tel: 571 2698760 
Fax: 571 2698760 
E-mail: jacanamijoy@msn.com 
jacanamijoy@ctb.net.co 
 

Colombia Ms. Victoria 
Elvira Neuta 
Sánchez 

Spanish Female Enlace Continental de Mujeres Indígenas 
de las Américas- Región Sudamérica  
Organización Nacional Indígena de 
Colombia (ONIC) 
Calle 13 # 4-38 Bogotá- Colombia 
Tel: 57 1 2842168 / 2811845 
Fax: 57 1 2843465 
E-mail: vneuta@yahoo.com 
 

Costa Rica Ms. Esther 
Camac 

Spanish/ 
English 

Female Asociación Ixacavaa 
De la Casetilla del Guarda Parque los 
Sauces-200 Oeste y 25 Norte- San 
Francisco 2 Rios 
Tel (home): 506 252 7480 
Fax: 506 286 3073 
Mobil: 506 8442556 
E-mail: ecamac@racsa.co.cr 
 

Ecuador Ms. Sonia Hilda 
Masaquiza 
Masaquiza 

Spanish 
 

Female Enlace Continental de Mujeres Indígenas 
de las Américas- Región Sudamérica  
Junta Parroquial Salasaca (JPS) 
Ecuador, Tungurahua, Salasaca 
Tel: 593 32748939 
E-mail: kuyaysonia@hotmail.com 
 

Ecuador Ms. Carmen 
María Jerez 
Caisabanda 
 

Spanish 
 

Female Comité Promotoras Centro Salasaca 
(CPCS) 
Salasaca- Centro- Tungurahuo, Ecuador 
Tel: 593 3274 9046 
Fax: 593 3274 8661 
E-mail: cmjerez@hotmail.com 
 

Ecuador  Ms. Yolanda 
Teran 

Spanish Female  Fundación Andes Chinchasuyo 
Av. Real Audiencia y los Cerezos, 
Conjunto Residencial Barcino, Pasaje C, 
Casa # 12, Quito, Ecuador 
Tel: 5932 2800 152 
Fax: 5932 2 471 754 
E-mail: Yolanda_teran2003@yahoo.com 
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México Mr. Marcelino 
Diaz de Jesus 

Spanish  
 

Male Consejo de Pueblos Nahuas del Alto 
Balsas, Guerrero (CONAB) 
Sria. De Hacienda y Cred. Púb #11, Col. 
Ruffo Figueroa, Chilpancingo, Guerrero, 
México C.P. 3020 
Tel: 52 747 491 6372 
Fax: 52 733 335 4250 
E-mail: marcelinodiazdj@hotmail.com 
marcelinodiazdj@yahoo.com.mx 
 

Panamá Mr. Onel 
Masardule Arias 

Spanish 
 

Male Fundación para la Promoción del 
Conocimiento Indígena (FPCI) 
Ave. Perú, Calle 36, Edificio Arboix, 3r 
piso, oficina 9, Ciudad de Panamá, 
Panamá 
Tel: 507 2 275090 
Fax: 507 2 275090 
E-mail: onel.masardule@ailigan.org 
fpci@ailigan.org 
 

Peru Alejandro 
Argumedo 

Spanish/ 
English 

Male 
 

The Indigenous Peoples' Biodiversity 
Network (IPBN)  
Cuzco, Peru 
Fax: 51 84 232603 
E-mail: ipbn@web.net 
�
 

Peru Mr. Luis Delgado 
Hurtado 

Spanish 
 

Male Yachay Wasi 
La Conquista 3 Puerta (SAPHI) 
Cusco, Peru 
Tel: 51 84 25 26 18 
E-mail: yachaywasi@nyc.rr.com 
 

Peru  Ms. Sandra 
Corina Ramos 
Delgado 

Spanish 
 

Female Yachay Wasi 
La Conquista 3 Puerta (SAPHI) 
Cusco, Peru 
Tel: 51 84 25 26 18 
E-mail: yachaywasi@nyc.rr.com 
 

Peru Ms. Julia Arce 
Calla 

Spanish Female Yachay Wasi 
La Conquista 3 Puerta (SAPHI) 
Cusco, Peru 
Tel: 51 84 25 26 18 
Jarcec10@yahoo.com 
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Peru 

 
Ms. Tarcila 
Rivera Zea 
 

 
Spanish 

 
Female 

CHIRAPAQ-Enlace Continental de 
Mujeres Indígenas de las Américas- 
Región Sudamérica (ECMIA) 
Av. Horacio Urteaga 534-202 
Lima 11, Peru 
Tel: 511 423 2757 
Fax: 511 423 2757 
 

Peru Ms. Bilda Tovar 
Tovar 
 

Spanish 
 

Female Enlace Continental de Mujeres Indígenas 
de las Américas- Región Sudamérica  
Taller permanente de mujeres andinas y 
amazónicas del T.P. y Chirapaq del 
Enlace Sur 
Av. Horacio Urteaga 534, Oficina 203 
Lima, Peru 
Tel:511 423 2757 
E-mail: Bilda_TovarTovar@yahoo.es 
 

 
Peru 

 
Ms. Tania Edith 
Parioni Parqui 

 
Spanish 
 

 
Female 

Enlace Continental de Mujeres Indígenas 
de las Américas- Región Sudamérica  
Red Jóvenes Indígenas NOQANCHIQ 
Av. Horacio Urteaga 534, Lima, Oficina 
203 
Tel: 511 4232757 
E-mail: tanipar_peru@hotmail.com 
 

Peru Ms. Silvestra 
Melania Canales 
Poma 

Spanish Female Enlace Continental de Mujeres Indígenas 
de las Américas- Región Sudamérica  
Taller Permanente de Mujeres Indígenas 
Andinas y Amazónicas del Peru 
(TPMIAAP) 
Av. Horacio Urteaga 534 Of. 203, Lima 
11, Peru 
Tel: 51 1 4232757 
E-mail: mcanalespoma@yahoo.es 
 

Saint Lucia Mr. Albert 
Deterville 

 English Male Indigenous People (Bethechilokono) of 
Saint Lucia Governing Council 
Box Ma 020, Marchand P.O., Castries, 
Saint Lucia 
Tel: 1758 452 5374 
Fax: 1758 452 5374 
E-mail: aldetcentre@yahoo.com 
www.aldetcentre.com 
 

UK Ms. Flavia 
Noejovich 
 

Spanish Female IUCN 
Tel: 34 915471922 
E-mail: flavia.noejovich-
alumni@lse.ac.uk 
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USA Ms. Marie-
Danielle Samuel 

English Female Yachay Wasi 
708 W. 192nd Street  # 6B 
New York, NY, USA 10040 
Tel: 212 567 6447 
Fax: 917 529 0922 
E-mail: yachaywasi@nyc.rr.com 
www.yachaywasi-ngo.org 
 

USA Ms. Anne-Marie 
Gribnau 

English Female Yachay Wasi 
708 W. 192nd Street  # 6B 
New York, NY, USA 10040 
Tel: 646 249 9851 
Fax: 917 529 0922 
E-mail: annemariegribnau@hotmail.com 
www.yachaywasi-ngo.org 
 

USA Ms. Laura 
Ledwith 

English Female Conservation International (CI) 
1919 M Street NW Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20009 
Tel: 202 912 1492 
Fax: 202 912 0772 
E-mail: l.ledwith@conservation.org 
www.conservation.org 
 

Venezuela Mr. Jimai 
Montiel Calles 

Spanish Male Fundación Indígena Alitasia 
Urbanización La Florida, Avenida 87 No 
79I-145, Maracaibo, Zulia, Venezuela 
Tel: 58 414 616 9599 
E-mail: jimaiprivado@yahoo.com 
 

 
Venezuela 

 
Ms. Renilda 
Martínez 

 
Spanish 
 

 
Female 

Enlace Continental de Mujeres Indígenas 
de las Américas- Región Sudamérica  
Red de Mujeres Indígenas Wayuu 
Urb. El Naranjal Av. 15 J-1 No. 50A-46, 
Maracaibo, Estado Zulia, Venezuela 
Tel. 0261 7496817 
E-mail:manuelmundo@cantv.nel 
 

 
CBD 
Secretariat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Scott 

 
English 

 
Male 

Programme Officer for Traditional 
Knowledge 
Convention on Biological Diversity 
World Trade Center 
413 Saint-Jacques, Suite 800 
Montreal, Quebec,  
Canada H2Y 1N9 
Tel: 001 514 287 7042 
Fax: 001 514 288 6588 
john.scott@biodiv.org 
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Sofia Gutierrez Spanish/ 
English 

Female Programme Assistant, Indigenous 
Knowledge 
Convention on Biological Diversity 
World Trade Center 
413 Saint-Jacques, Suite 800 
Montreal, Quebec,  
Canada H2Y 1N9 
Tel: 001 514 287 7042 
Fax: 001 514 288 6588 
Sofia.Gutierrez@biodiv.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gonzalo Oviedo Spanish/ 
English 

Male Rapporteur 
IUCN - The World Conservation Union 
Rue Mauverney 28  
Gland CH-1196 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41-22-999-02-87 
Fax: +41-22-999-00-25 
E-Mail: gonzalo.oviedo@iucn.org 
Web: http://www.iucn.org 
 

 
 


