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N O T I F I C A T I O N 

Underfunded COP-9 decisions 
 

Dear Madam/Sir, 

 

The Bureau of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, at its first meeting held on 4
th

 October 2008 in Barcelona, Spain, has reviewed 

the decisions of the ninth regular meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP-9) with a 

view to assessing the funding requirements for the execution of the decisions over and 

above what has been approved by COP-9 in it core budget and voluntary (BE) Trust Fund. 

 

Attached is the list of COP-9 decisions that have been identified as being 

underfunded in the COP-9 budget. 

 

In order for the Secretariat to implement these COP decisions, it is estimated that an 

additional US$1.8M in voluntary contributions will be required.  It would be greatly 

appreciated if you could indicate to the Secretariat as soon as possible whether your 

government would contribute funds for this purpose and if so, the amount of the pledge. 

 

Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ahmed Djoghlaf 

Executive Secretary 

Attachment 





Decision 
number

Decision text Description of necessary 
action

Estimated cost of 
action (USD)

Comments

9.6 (d)
To prepare options for a multi-year programme of work for the 

period 2011-2022 for consideration by the Conference of the 

Parties at its tenth meeting, bearing in mind the need to review the 

implementation of the programme of work on island biodiversity;

Consultations and document 
synthesis $8,000

8 weeks GS Staff

IX/16 BIODIVERSITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
16 B.4 Requests  the Executive Secretary to explore, inter alia , with the 

Global Environment Facility, ways and means to achieve 

biodiversity co-benefits and benefits for combating 

desertification/land degradation in climate-change activities, 

including through capacity-building, with a view to presenting a 

specific proposal to the Conference of the Parties at its tenth 

meeting;

Travel to GEF Secretariat (2 
trips) to develop a joint work plan 
for completion of the activity and 
to finalize the report $3,000

IX/17 BIODIVERSITY AND DRY AND SUB-HUMID LANDS
17.9 Further requests  the Executive Secretary to explore, with the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and the 

UNCCD, the means to strengthen collaboration in pastoralism and 

agricultural use of dry and sub-humid lands in line with paragraph 

11 (c) of decision VIII/2, and to produce a report on the actions 

that have already been undertaken and actions that need to be 

carried out, taking into account the specific features of dry and sub-

humid lands and the needs of the people living in these lands, for 

further consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 

Technical and Technological Advice prior to the tenth meeting of 

the Conference of the Parties;

Travel costs for Secretariat staff 
to meet and engage partners 
towards the development of a 
joint work plan for completion of 
the activitiy $5,000

17.13
Adopts  the delineation option resulting from the study by the World 

Conservation Monitoring Centre of the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP-WCMC) contained in the annex to the present 

decision, subject to the addition of dry and sub-humid tropical 

forests, which takes due account of the UNCCD criteria, and uses 

criteria based on the definition under the Convention on Biological 

Diversity as a way to define eco-regions, that encompass biological 

and ecological criteria as a basis to define dry and sub-humid lands 

and requests  the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with UNEP-

WCMC to update the map contained in the annex to better reflect 

dry and sub-humid tropical forests; 

Consultant fees for UNEP-
WCMC GIS specialist to update 
the map with the additional 
criteria $2,500

17.17 Requests  the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with relevant 

organizations, such as the International Strategy for Disaster 

Reduction, to compile information on the impacts of drought on 

biodiversity and prepare proposals on management options for 

biodiversity and drought, including earlywarning systems, for 

consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

technological Advice prior to the tenth meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties.

Consultant (co-funded with 
ISDR) to assist with a literature 
review and analysis of project 
proposals to identify options $5,000

IX/18 PROTECTED AREAS
18.10

Requests  the Executive Secretary in consultation with Parties and 

with support from UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre, 

IUCN, among others, to develop as part of national reporting on 

biodiversity a streamlined reporting process through standardized 

information gathering; 2 months consultancy $10,000



Decision 
number

Decision text Description of necessary 
action

Estimated cost of 
action (USD)

Comments

18.22
Requests  the Executive Secretary, encourages  Parties and invites 

relevant organizations to increase public awareness and develop 

communication activities on the role and the importance of the 

benefits of protected areas in overall sustainable development and 

poverty eradication as a way to sustain human well-being;

4 weeks generals service staff 
time $4,000

18.25 (b)
Requests  the Executive Secretary to prepare an in-depth review of 

the programme of work on protected areas using inter alia  the 

information contained in the fourth national reports, relevant global 

and regional data bases and the results of the regional and 

subregional workshops as mentioned in paragraph 15 of the 

present decision and propose ways and means for strengthening 

the implementation of the programme of work; for consideration by 

the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 

Advice prior to the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

Consultancy 1 month; Liaison 
group meeting of the POWPA 
friends $40,000

IX/24 GENDER PLAN FOR ACTION
The Conference of the Parties

Welcomes  the development by the Executive Secretary of the 

Gender Plan of Action under the Convention on Biological Diversity, 

(UNEP/CBD/COP/9/INF/12/Rev.1), and invites  Parties to support 

the implementation of the Plan by the Secretariat.

L-4 Professional post for 2 years; 

Implementation of the Gender Plan 

of action $574,000

Gender Plan is 

detailed in document 

UNEP/CBD/COP/9/IN

F/12/Rev.1

IX/26 PROMOTING BUSINESS ENGAGEMENT
Priority area 1: Build and promote the business case for biodiversity

26.3
Develop options for incorporating biodiversity into course curricula, 

including through the development of case-studies and other 

teaching material.

Produce case studies with business 

school (consultancies to draft cases, 

travel, translation) $60,000
Priority area 2: Disseminate tools and best practice

26.4 4. In collaboration with relevant organizations, such as the 

International Social and Environmental Accreditation and Labelling 

(ISEAL) Alliance, compile information on the use and impact of 

international voluntary certification schemes towards the 

implementation of the objectives of the Convention and develop 

knowledge sharing and technical assistance tools to encourage the 

wider uptake of best practice. Activities would further include: $30,000
26.4(a) Compile, specifically in relation to small and medium-sized 

enterprises, experiences and practices that foster the sustainable 

use of biological resources that have been developed and 

implemented by Parties;

26.4(b) Make the information available through the clearinghouse 

mechanism;

IX/27 COOPERATION BETWEEN MULTILATERAL AGREEMENTS
27.9 Requests  the Executive Secretary to continue collaborating with 

the World Health Organization and the Cooperation on Health and 

Biodiversity (COHAB) Initiative, as well as relevant organizations to 

support the work of Parties on biodiversity and health related 

issues above, including by developing compendiums of tools 

developed under the Convention that could be used for capacity-

building and awareness-raising in the health sector;

(1) Preparation of compendiums 
of relevant tools developed 
under the Convention; (2) 
Participation in 2 meetings on 
biodiversity and health

$24,000

3 months 
consultancy at p5 
level; Travel of one 
staff to two 
meetings

IX/30 CLEARING HOUSE MECHANISM
6 Requests  the Executive Secretary to:

Send notification; Produce report on 

certification schemes; populate CHM 

with information on voluntary 

certification schemes (consultancy 

to draft report, publication costs)



Decision 
number

Decision text Description of necessary 
action

Estimated cost of 
action (USD)

Comments

6(a) Gradually build a knowledge base, to facilitate access to relevant 
references, such as guidelines, strategies, reports and other 

information; $70,000
6(b)

Provide collaboration tools to enable Parties to maintain contact, 

share ideas and brainstorm on how to implement the Convention; 

keeping in mind that such collaboration is most effective when 

appropriate incentives such as well-defined discussion topics and 

clear objectives are available to encourage participation;

6(c)
In consultation with the informal advisory committee (CHM-IAC), 

provide a detailed analysis about the scope and complexity of a 

potential on-line submission system for sharing knowledge and 

experiences, and, if feasible and appropriate, develop a prototype 

for review and comments by interested Parties;

6(d)
Establish, whenever applicable and feasible, common formats and 

vocabularies for the clearing-house mechanism information 

systems with a view to enhance clarity, user-friendliness, 

efficiency, interoperability, and data comparability;

A full-time librarian/knowledge 

management expert $95,000
6(e)

Strengthen the Secretariat's capacity in areas related to the 

clearing-house mechanism, such as information technology, 

website, knowledge management and other modern information 

services, focusing on the priority areas identified in this paragraph;

a full-time web content editor is 

needed to enhance and maintain the 

quality of the Convention's website $120,000
6(f) Improve the Convention's website, its accessibility, and make this 

website available in all United Nations languages; Translating the Convention's website 

in all United Nations languages 

requires 5 translators ($50,000 per 

language per year) $350,000
IX/32 COMMUNICATION EDUCATION AND PUBLIC AWARENESS

32.7 Requests  the Executive Secretary to compile information on the 

implementation of communication, education and public awareness 

measures in the implementation of the three objectives of the 

Convention and develop the appropriate indicators to determine 

such impacts;

- issue notification to parties asking 

for reports on their experiences with 

CEPA and implementation; - staff 

person to assist in the creation of 

indicators, compile submissions 

received, and to conduct additional 

research on actions.  Draft final 

report in collaboration with the CEPA 

programme officer. $16,000

4 months short 
term staff @ 
$4,000 per month

IX/34 ADMINISTRATION OF THE CONVENTION AND BUDGET
34.37 Requests  the Executive Secretary drawing on, inter alia, the Joint 

Inspection Unit Recommendations contained in document 

A/45/130, the experience of the UNCCD and the work done by the 

Secretariat of the Rotterdam Convention in response to decision RC 

3/7 and RC 1/17 paragraph 23, to explore the advantages and 

disadvantages of using the host country currency or the United 

States dollar as the currency of the account and budget of the 

Convention and to report and if appropriate make proposals for 

decision by the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting; Consultancy 1 month $5,000

TOTAL US$ $1,800,500 

A full-time experienced web 

application developer is required 

during at least 1 year


