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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. According to the multi-year programme of work of the Conference of the Parties up to 2010, 
adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its seventh meeting (Decision VII/31 Annex), the ongoing 
work under the cross-cutting issue of incentive measures is scheduled for in-depth review at the ninth 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties. In decision VIII/26 on incentive measures, paragraph 1, the 
Conference of the Parties decided to “to initiate a structured, transparent and inclusive preparatory 
process for the in-depth review of work on incentive measures with a view to identify, for consideration 
by the Conference of the Parties at its ninth meeting, the further outcomes that would be required from a 
revised programme of work on incentive mechanisms to meet obligations under the Convention and the 
requirements of Parties, and possible options for a future programme of work.” 

2. Subsequent paragraphs of the decision further map out this preparatory process. In paragraph 2 of 
decision VIII/26, the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to, inter alia, prepare a 
brief overview of the decisions of the Conference of the Parties related to incentive measures including 
references to analytical documents and draft recommendations prepared for consideration by the 
Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies; and to transmit this overview to Parties, other 
Governments, relevant international organizations and stakeholders with a view to assisting them in the 
preparation of submissions as invited in paragraph 3 of the decision. 

3. Paragraph 3 of the decision invites Parties, other Governments, international organizations and 
stakeholders to communicate to the Executive Secretary their experiences in the implementation of the 
programme of work on incentive measures contained in decisions V/15, VI/15 and VII/18 and provide 
views on elements such as: 

(a) Lessons learned and key challenges in implementing the existing programme of work, 
based on practical examples and case-studies from national implementation, where available, including 
whether the measures initiated or adopted by Parties have maintained or improved the conservation and 
sustainable use of components of biodiversity; 

(b) Options to address the challenges identified; 

(c) Priorities for a future programme of work including requirements for effective national 
implementation, including financial and institutional support and capacity-building; 

(d) Key gaps in the work to date, and gaps and obstacles in the existing programme of work 
that are impeding its implementation at the national level; 

(e) Interface with other international initiatives and instruments in this area; 

(f) Linkages to other programmes of work under the Convention 



4. Finally, paragraph 4 of the decision requests the Executive Secretary: 

(a) To update the synthesis report of the third national reports referred to in paragraph 2 
above; 

(b) To compile and provide a summary of the above-mentioned views and experiences, 
including a summary of the options provided by Parties, 

and to make them available for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its ninth meeting;  

5. The present note responds to the request expressed in paragraph 2 of decision VIII/26. The note 
provides, in chronological order, an overview of the decisions by the Conference of the Parties on 
incentive measures. For each meeting of the Conference of the Parties, the relevant background that led to 
the decision is described, including references to analytical documents prepared by the Executive 
Secretary as well as draft recommendations prepared for consideration by the Conference of the Parties, 
the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, and the two workshops on 
incentive measures that were held in 2002 and 2004. For ease of reference, the annex of the present note 
provides lists of the pertinent decisions and recommendations as well as of the relevant documents. 

II. OVERVIEW OF DECISIONS OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES ON 
INCENTIVE MEASURES 

COP-3 

Background, including references to analytical documents and draft recommendations 

6. The second meeting of the Conference of the Parties, held in Jakarta, Indonesia, 6 - 17 November 
1995, adopted, by decision II/18, a medium-term programme of work for the period 1996 to 1997. 
According to item 6.8 of the programme of work, incentive measures were to be considered by the 
Conference of the Parties at its third meeting in form of a consideration of the compilation of information 
and experiences shared on the implementation of Article 11. To prepare the consideration of this item, the 
Executive Secretary prepared a note entitled “Sharing of Experiences on Incentive Measures for 
Conservation and Sustainable Use” (UNEP/CBD/COP/3/24) that was submitted to the Conference of the 
Parties at its third meeting, which was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 4 - 15 November 1996. In 
addition, views submitted by a number of Parties on incentive measures were compiled in document 
UNEP/CBD/COP/3/Inf.36. 

7. Furthermore, the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at its first 
meeting, held in Paris, France, 4 - 8 September 1995, developed a draft provisional agenda for its second 
meeting, (contained in recommendation I/9), which included as one agenda item the provision of 
scientific, technical and technological advice on economic valuation of biological diversity and its 
components, in particular in relation to access to genetic resources. The second meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary, in decision II/11 on access to genetic resources, to 
compile an annotated list of studies and other relevant information on the social and economic valuation 
of genetic resources, including the demand by industry for genetic resources. Further to this request, the 
Executive Secretary prepared a note entitled “Economic Valuation of Biological Diversity” 
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/2/13), which was considered by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
Technological Advice at its second meeting, held in Montreal, 2 to 6 September 1996. 

8. SBSTTA subsequently adopted recommendation II/9 on the economic valuation of biological 
diversity, paragraph 2 of which recommended that economic valuation should be integrated into the 
sectoral and thematic items under the medium-term programme of work of the Conference of the Parties, 
and should be reflected as appropriate in relevant agenda items including, inter alia and in particular, 



 

incentive measures. Recognizing that the lack of information on economic values need not delay the 
implementation of economically and socially sound incentive measures to sustainably manage biological 
diversity, and that, in this regard, consideration of incentives having a perverse impact on biological 
diversity and its components should be regarded as a priority area, SBSTTA recommended in paragraph 4 
that the Conference of the Parties, in its consideration of incentive measures at its third meeting, 
emphasize the importance of developing well-targeted local level incentives, participatory approaches to 
the design of new measures, and capacity-building. 

Decision III/18 

9. In decision III/18, on incentive measures, the Conference of the Parties endorsed recommendation 
II/9 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (paragraph 1), and decided 
that incentive measures shall be included as appropriate on the agenda of the Conference of the Parties 
and be integrated into the sectoral and thematic items under the medium-term programme of work of the 
Conference of the Parties (paragraph 2). The Conference of the Parties also invited Parties to share 
experiences on incentive measures and make relevant case studies available to the Secretariat, and 
requested the Executive Secretary (i) to facilitate the exchange of information on incentive measures 
through appropriate means such as the clearing-house mechanism and regional workshops, and (ii) to 
provide an initial background document for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourth 
meeting, providing guidance to the Parties on the design and implementation of incentive measures 
(paragraphs 7 to 9). 

10. The decision also encouraged Parties to: (i) review their existing legislation and economic policies, to 
identify and promote incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of components of biological 
diversity; (ii) ensure adequate incorporation of the market and non-market values of biological diversity 
into plans, policies and programmes and other relevant areas, inter alia, national accounting systems and 
investment strategies; (iii) develop training and capacity-building programmes to implement incentive 
measures and promote private-sector initiatives in this regard; and (iv) incorporate biological diversity 
considerations into impact assessments as a step in the design and implementation of incentive measures. 

COP-4 

Background, including references to analytical documents and draft recommendations 

11. As requested in paragraph 8 of decision III/18, the Executive Secretary prepared a note entitled 
“Design and Implementation on incentive measures” (UNEP/CBD/COP/4/18) for consideration by the 
Conference of the Parties at its fourth meeting, which was held in Bratislava, Slovakia, 4 - 15 May 1998.  

Decision IV/10 A 

12. The Conference of the Parties at its fourth meeting subsequently adopted decision IV/10, on measures 
for implementing the Convention on Biological Diversity, whose section A addresses incentive measures. 
In this decision, the Conference of the Parties encouraged Parties, other governments and international 
organizations to prepare case-studies on incentive measures and to make them available to the Executive 
Secretary (paragraph 1 (g)), and requested the Executive Secretary: (i) to compile the information 
received to facilitate the exchange of information through appropriate means; (ii) to prepare, in 
collaboration with relevant organizations, a background paper containing further analysis of the design 
and implementation of incentive measures for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, with 
the aim of developing guidance to Parties; and (iii) to describe, in this document, ways and means to 
identify perverse incentives and possibilities to remove or mitigate their negative effects on biological 
diversity (paragraph 5). 

13. The decision also requests Parties to include information on the design and implementation of 
incentive measures in their second national reports (paragraph 2); requests the financial mechanism to 



provide to eligible Parties adequate and timely support for the design and approaches relevant to the 
implementation of incentive measures (paragraph 3); and invites all relevant organizations to support 
efforts by Parties to design and implement appropriate incentive measures, and to assist Parties and 
Governments to identify gaps in national capacity for policy research and analysis relevant to the design 
of incentive measures, and to develop the necessary capacity (paragraph 4). 

14. In paragraph 1 of the decision, the Conference of the Parties also encouraged Parties, Governments 
and relevant organizations: (i) to promote the design and implementation of appropriate incentive 
measures in order to facilitate achieving the implementation of the objectives of the Convention and to 
integrate biological diversity concerns in sectoral policies, instruments and projects; (ii), to identify 
threats to biological diversity and underlying causes of reduction or loss of biological diversity and 
relevant actors as a first step towards formulating incentive measures; (iii) To take into account economic, 
social, cultural and ethical valuation in the development of relevant incentive measures; (iv) to develop 
supportive legal and policy frameworks, and to carry out participatory consultative processes to define 
clear and target-oriented incentive measures; (v) to identify perverse incentives and consider the removal 
or mitigation of their negative effects on biological diversity in order to encourage positive, rather than 
negative, effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity; and (vi) to undertake 
value addition and enhancement of naturally occurring genetic resources to work as incentives for their 
conservation and sustainable use. 

COP-5 

Background, including references to analytical documents and draft recommendations 

15. As requested in paragraph 5 of decision IV/10 A, the Executive Secretary prepared a note entitled 
“Further Analysis of the Design and Implementation of Incentive Measures” (UNEP/CBD/COP/5/15 and 
UNEP/CBD/COP/5/15/CORR1) for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fifth meeting, 
which took place in Nairobi, Kenya, on 15 - 26 May 2000. A compilation of information received from 
Parties, governments, and relevant organizations was provided in document UNEP/CBD/COP/5/INF/14. 

Decision V/15 

16. By decision V/15, the Conference of the Parties established a programme of work that promotes the 
development and implementation of social, economic and legal incentive measures for the conservation 
and sustainable use of biological diversity, in synergy with specific programmes of work, in order to: (a) 
support Parties, Governments and organizations in developing practical policies and projects; and (b) 
develop practical guidance to the financial mechanism for effective support and prioritization of these 
policies and projects. In paragraph 2 of the decision, the Conference of the Parties decided that the 
activities of the programme of work should result in the following: (a) the assessment of representative 
existing incentive measures, review of case-studies, identification of new opportunities for incentive 
measures, and dissemination of information, through the clearing-house mechanism and other means, as 
appropriate; (b) the development of methods to promote information on biodiversity in consumer 
decisions, for example through ecolabelling, if appropriate; (c) the assessment, as appropriate and 
applicable to the circumstances of Parties, of the values of biodiversity, in order to internalize better these 
values in public policy initiatives and private-sector decisions; (d) a consideration of biodiversity 
concerns in liability schemes; (e) the creation of incentives for integration of biodiversity concerns in all 
sectors. 

17. The Conference of the Parties further decided to integrate actions on incentives in thematic work 
programmes and ensure synergy with activities on sustainable use (paragraph 4); requested the Executive 
Secretary to promote coordinated action on incentives with other international biodiversity-related 
agreements and relevant organizations (paragraph 5); and urged Parties and other Governments to explore 
possible ways and means by which incentive measures promoted through the Kyoto Protocol under the 



 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change can support the objectives of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (paragraph 6). 

18. In paragraph 3 of the decision, the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to 
collaborate with relevant organizations in order to engage in a coordinated effort, and undertake through 
such an effort, as a first phase: (a) to gather and disseminate additional information on instruments in 
support of positive incentives and their performance, and to develop a matrix identifying the range of 
instruments available in support of positive measures; (b) to continue gathering information on perverse 
incentive measures, and on ways and means to remove or mitigate their negative impacts on biological 
diversity, through case-studies and lessons learned, and consider how these ways and means may be 
applied; and (c) to elaborate proposals for the design and implementation of incentive measures, for 
consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at its sixth or 
seventh meeting and by the Conference of the Parties at its sixth meeting. 

COP-6 

Background, including references to analytical documents and draft recommendations 

19. Further to the requests of the Conference of the Parties expressed in paragraph 3 (c) of decision V/15, 
the Executive Secretary convened, with support of the Government of the Netherlands, the first workshop 
on incentive measures, which was held in Montreal, on 10-12 October 2001. Participants in the Workshop 
had been selected among government-nominated experts from each geographic region with a view to 
achieving a balanced regional distribution. In addition, representatives of competent intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations, as well as stakeholders, were invited to participate as observers (see 
notifications 2001-038, 2001-45, and 2001-58). Participants in the Workshop considered a note by the 
Executive Secretary entitled “Incentive measures: proposals for the design and implementation of 
incentive measures” (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/7/11) and developed proposals for the design and 
implementation of incentive measures. 

20. The report of the workshop (document UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/7/11/Add.1) was submitted to the 
seventh meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, which was 
held from 12 to 16 November 2001. SBSTTA subsequently adopted recommendation VII/9, in which it 
submitted the proposals for the design and implementation of incentive measures to the sixth meeting of 
the Conference of the Parties, which was held in The Hague, Netherlands, 7 - 19 April 2002. SBSTTA 
also suggested recommendations for further cooperation on incentive measures. 

21. The Executive Secretary also prepared a synthesis report on case-studies and best practices on 
incentive measures as well as information on perverse incentives received from Parties and relevant 
organizations, for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its sixth meeting 
(UNEP/CBD/COP/6/12/ADD3). 

Decision VI/15 

22. By decision VI/15, the Conference of the Parties at its sixth meeting endorsed the proposals for the 
design and implementation of incentive measures and the recommendations for further cooperation on 
incentive measures, contained respectively in annexes I and II to the decision, as far as they are consistent 
with Parties' national policies and legislation as well as their international obligations, and invited Parties 
to take these proposals into consideration when designing and implementing incentive measures for 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity (paragraphs 1 and 2). 

23. The Conference of the Parties requested Parties, Governments, international and other relevant 
organizations to provide financial support for the programme of work on incentive measures (paragraph 
8). It recognized that further work has to be undertaken on positive incentives and their performance, as 
well as on perverse incentives and ways and means for their removal or mitigation, and encouraged 



Parties and relevant organizations to submit case-studies, lessons learned and other relevant information 
on incentive measures, especially on positive and perverse incentives, to the Executive Secretary. The 
Executive Secretary was requested to continue compiling and disseminating the information on incentive 
measures submitted by Parties and organizations, through the clearing-house mechanism of the 
Convention and other means (paragraphs 4 to 6). 

24. The Conference of the Parties also requested the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with relevant 
organizations, to elaborate proposals for the application of ways and means to remove or mitigate 
perverse incentives, for consideration by the Subsidiary Body for Scientific, Technical and Technological 
Advice at a meeting prior to the seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties (paragraph 7). 

COP-7 

Background, including references to analytical documents and draft recommendations 

25. Further to the request of the Conference of the Parties expressed in paragraph 7 of decision VI/15, the 
Executive Secretary convened, with support from the government of the Netherlands, the second 
workshop on incentive measures, which was held in Montreal, on 3-5 June 2003. Participants in the 
Workshop had been selected among government-nominated experts from each geographic region with a 
view to achieving a balanced regional distribution. In addition, representatives of competent 
intergovernmental organizations were invited to participate as observers (see notifications 2003-013, 
2003-032, and 2003-43). Participants in the Workshop considered the note by the Executive Secretary 
entitled “Elaboration of proposals for the application of ways and means to remove or mitigate perverse 
incentives” (UNEP/CBD/WS-Incentives/2/2) and elaborated proposals for the application of ways and 
means to remove or mitigate perverse incentives. They were also provided with an information document 
entitled “Perverse incentives in selected economic sectors” (UNEP/CBD/WS-Incentives/2/INF/1), which 
provided additional information and a more extensive analysis on perverse incentives in selected 
economic sectors. 

26. The report of the workshop (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/9/INF/10) was submitted to the ninth meeting of 
the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, which was held from 10 to 14 
November 2003. SBSTTA subsequently adopted recommendation IX/9, in which it recommended that the 
Conference of the Parties further considers, with a view to reviewing and endorsing, the proposals for the 
application of ways and means to remove or mitigate perverse incentives annexed to the recommendation. 

27. As requested by the Conference of Parties in paragraph 6 of decision VI/15, the Executive Secretary 
disseminated the information on incentive measures received from Parties and organizations through the 
claering house mechanism of the Convention, 1/ and also prepared a synthesis report thereon 
(UNEP/CBD/COP/7/INF/13). 

Decision VII/18 

28. In decision VII/18, the Conference of the Parties acknowledged that the proposals forwarded by 
SBSTTA contained valuable and useful elements that provide a general framework to address the removal 
or mitigation of perverse incentives in different economic sectors and ecosystems, but needed further 
refinement and consideration before adoption by the Conference of the Parties. Consequently, the 
Conference of the Parties requested the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 
Advice at its tenth meeting, as a matter of priority, to further refine and consider the proposals (attached 
to the decision in brackets), with a view to recommending adoption by the Conference of the Parties 
(paragraph 3). Parties, Governments and relevant organizations were invited to submit further information 

                                                      
1/ To this end, an online database was established which allows electronic searches by type of incentive 

measures, by country, region and ecosystem, and by selected keywords. The database is available under www.biodiv.org (please 
click on ‘programmes and issues’, ‘Economics, trade, and incentive measures’, and ‘Database of incentive measures’). 



 

on the removal or mitigation of perverse incentives, and the Executive Secretary was requested to provide 
a report thereon to the tenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 
Advice, to assist in the further consideration of the proposals (paragraph 5). 

29. Parties and governments were encouraged, as appropriate, to use the proposals as voluntary interim 
guidance to Parties for the application of ways and means to remove or mitigate policies and practices 
that generate perverse incentives (paragraph 2). Furthermore, Parties and Governments were encouraged 
to use, on a voluntary basis, these proposals as interim guidance in implementing the Addis Ababa 
Principles and Guidelines for the Sustainable Use of Biodiversity (paragraph 4). 

30. In paragraph 11 of the decision, the Conference of the Parties also requested the Executive Secretary 
to prepare, in cooperation with the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development and other 
relevant international organizations, an analysis of existing and new instruments that provide positive 
incentives and to develop proposals on the application of such positive incentive measures and their 
integration into relevant policies, programmes or strategies, for consideration by the Subsidiary Body for 
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at a meeting prior to the eighth meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties. 

31. In paragraph 12 of the decision the Conference of the Parties further requested the Executive 
Secretary to explore, in cooperation with relevant partners, existing methodologies for valuation of 
biodiversity and biodiversity resources and functions, as well as other tools for prioritization in decision-
making, by preparing a compilation of existing valuation tools that provides an overview of the 
discussion on their methodological status, if appropriate, as well as an assessment of their applicability in 
terms of effectiveness and capacity preconditions, and to prepare proposals for the application of such 
tools. These proposals should include the identification of options to strengthen international 
collaborative partnerships for assessing biodiversity values, and be considered by the Subsidiary Body on 
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at a meeting prior to the eighth meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties. 

32. The Conference of the Parties also invited Parties, Governments and international organizations to 
submit case-studies, best practices and other information on the use of non-monetary positive incentive 
measures for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and on the application of 
methodologies for the assessment of values of biodiversity and its functions, to the Executive Secretary; 
and requested the Executive Secretary to prepare a synthesis report thereon for consideration by the 
Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (paragraphs 8 and 9). 

COP-8 

Background, including references to analytical documents and draft recommendations 
Further refinement and consideration of the proposals for the application of ways and means to 
remove or mitigate perverse incentives 

33. Further to paragraph 5 of decision VII/18, the invitation by the Conference of the Parties to submit 
further information on the removal or mitigation of perverse incentives was communicated to Parties, 
Governments and relevant organizations (see notifications 2004-038, 2004-051, 2004-076, 2004-077), 
and a synthesis report on information received was prepared by the Executive Secretary for consideration 
by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at its tenth meeting 
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/10/INF/8). 

34. Following the request in paragraph 3 of decision VII/18, the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical 
and Technological Advice at its tenth meeting, held from 7 - 11 February 2005 in Bangkok, Thailand, 
further considered the proposals for the application of ways and means to remove or mitigate perverse 
incentives. The result of this work is annexed to recommendation X/8. In this recommendation, SBSTTA 



recommended that the Conference of the Parties considers the draft proposals included in the annex with a 
view to finalizing them, in conjunction with the outcomes of the consideration of positive incentives by 
the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at its eleventh meeting. 

35. SBSTTA also recommended considering the development of definitions on the basis of suggestions 
put forward by Parties and relevant organizations before the eighth meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties. Further to this recommendation, Parties and relevant organizations were invited to convey their 
suggestions thereon (see notifications 2005-28 and 2005-29), and a compilation of suggestions on the 
development of definitions on incentive measures was provided in a note by the Executive Secretary for 
consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its eighth meeting (UNEP/CBD/COP/8/27/ADD1). 

Proposals on the Application of Positive Incentive Measures and their Integration into Relevant 
Programmes, Policies or Strategies 

36. Further to paragraph 5 of decision VII/18, the invitation by the Conference of the Parties to submit 
case-studies, best practices and other information on the use of non-monetary positive incentive measures, 
and on the application of methodologies for the assessment of values of biodiversity and its functions, 
was communicated to Parties, Governments and relevant organizations (see notifications 2004-038, 2004-
051, 2004-076, 2004-077), and a synthesis report was prepared by the Executive Secretary for 
consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at its eleventh 
meeting, which took place from 28 November to 2 December 2005 (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/11/INF/15). 

37. Further to the request in paragraph 11 of decision VII/18, the Executive Secretary prepared, for 
consideration by SBSTTA at its eleventh meeting, an analysis of existing and new instruments that 
provide positive incentives (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/11/INF/11) and, based on this analysis, a note entitled 
“Proposals on the Application of Positive Incentive Measures and their Integration into Relevant 
Programmes, Policies or Strategies” (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/11/8). SBSTTA at its eleventh meeting 
developed a chair's text of the optional proposals on the national application of positive incentive 
measures and their integration into relevant national and regional programmes, policies or strategies, 
which was annexed to recommendation XI/6. SBSTTA recommended that the Conference of the Parties 
takes note of the chair’s text and invites Parties to take, in accordance with their national and international 
obligations, these proposals into consideration when considering the voluntary application of positive 
incentive in achieving the objectives of the Convention. SBSTTA further recommended that the 
Conference of the Parties initiate a structured, transparent and inclusive preparatory process for the in-
depth review of work on incentive measures. 

Proposals on the Application of Tools for Valuation of Biodiversity and Biodiversity Resources 
and Functions 

38. As requested in paragraph 12 of decision VII/18 of the Conference of the Parties, the Executive 
Secretary prepared, for consideration by SBSTTA at its eleventh meeting, an exploration of tools and 
methodologies for valuation of biodiversity and biodiversity resources and functions 
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/11/INF/8), as well as a note containing proposals on the application of such tools 
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/11/9). SBSTTA subsequently developed options for the application of tools for 
valuation of biodiversity and biodiversity resources and functions, annexed to recommendation XI/5. 

39. In recommendation XI/5, SBSTTA recommended the Conference of the Parties at its eighth meeting 
to take note of the options and to invite Parties and other Governments to take, in accordance with their 
national policies and legislation, their capacity and their international obligations, these options into 
consideration as possible inputs for analysis when considering, on a voluntary basis, the application of 
such methods. 



 

Decision VIII/25 

40. In Decision VIII/25, on the application of tools for valuation of biodiversity and biodiversity 
resources and functions, the Conference of the Parties took note of the options for the application of tools 
for valuation of biodiversity and biodiversity resources and functions, annexed to the decision, and 
invited Parties and other Governments to take, in accordance with their national policies and legislation, 
their capacity, and taking into account other international instruments, these options into consideration as 
possible inputs for analysis when considering, on a voluntary basis, the application of methods for 
assessing the changes of the value of biodiversity resources and functions, and associated ecosystem 
services, that result from their decision-making, including through pilot projects (paragraphs 1 and 2). 

41. The decision also includes: an encouragement to relevant national, regional and international 
organizations and initiatives to extend capacity building and training on the valuation of biodiversity 
resources and functions and associated ecosystem services (paragraph 3); an invitation to national, 
regional and international organizations and initiatives to promote systematic analysis and information 
exchange (paragraph 4); an invitation of national, regional and international funding institutions to 
identify gaps and needs to support the building or enhancement of national capacity as well as research 
and training; and to support the further development of regional and international capacity (paragraph 6); 
an encouragement of relevant national, research institutions to strengthen research activities, including 
research cooperation and exchange, on a number of pertinent questions associated with the valuation of 
biodiversity (paragraph 7), and a request to the Executive Secretary to continue work on a number of 
pertinent issues (paragraph 10). 

Decision VIII/26 

42. On perverse incentive measures, the Conference of the Parties noted the recent work of the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development on environmentally harmful subsidies for the 
removal or mitigation of perverse incentives (preambular paragraph). 

43. On positive incentive measures, the Conference of the Parties encouraged relevant national, regional 
and international organization and initiatives to strengthen mechanisms that build capacity and extend 
research and training on the design, implementation and review of positive incentive measures for the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, in accordance with domestic needs and priorities, taking 
into account the need to understand the risks of perverse effects on livelihoods, sustainable development 
or the biodiversity of third parties (paragraph 5), and encouraged relevant national, regional and 
international institutions and organizations as well as representatives of indigenous and local communities 
and relevant stakeholders, to strengthen research activities, including research cooperation and exchange 
at national, regional and international levels, on a number of pertinent topics (paragraph 6). 

44. By decision VIII/26, the Conference of Parties also decided to initiate a structured, transparent and 
inclusive preparatory process for the in-depth review of work on incentive measures with a view to 
identify, for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its ninth meeting, the further outcomes that 
would be required from a revised programme of work on incentive mechanisms to meet obligations under 
the Convention and the requirements of Parties, and possible options for a future programme of work 
(paragraph 1). The steps to be taken during this preparatory process are spelt out in paragraphs 2 to 4, and 
are summarized in the introduction of the present note. 
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• Incentive measures: An exploration of tools and methodologies for valuation of biodiversity and 
biodiversity resources and functions (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/11/INF/8) 

• Incentive measures: Proposals on the application of tools for valuation of biodiversity and 
biodiversity resources and functions (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/11/9) 

• Incentive measures: An analysis of existing and new instruments that provide positive incentives 
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/11/INF/11) 

• Incentive measures: Proposals on the application of positive incentive measures and their 
integration into relevant programmes, policies or strategies” (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/11/8). 

Workshop reports 

• Proposals for the design and implementation of incentive measures. Report of the workshop on 
incentive measures for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity 
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/7/11/Add.1) 

• Proposals for the application of ways and means to remove or mitigate perverse incentives. 
Report of the Workshop on Incentive Measures for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of the 
components of Biological Diversity (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/9/INF/10) 

Compilations and synthesis reports 

• Submissions received by the Executive Secretary on incentive measures 
(UNEP/CBD/COP/3/Inf.36) 

• Compilation of information on incentive measures received from Parties, governments, and 
relevant organizations (UNEP/CBD/COP/5/INF/14) 

• Synthesis report on case-studies and best practices on incentive measures as well as information 
on perverse incentives received from Parties and relevant organizations 
(UNEP/CBD/COP/6/12/ADD3) 

• Synthesis report on information on incentive measures received from Parties and organizations 
(UNEP/CBD/COP/7/INF/13) 

• Synthesis report on information received from Parties, other governments and organizations on 
the removal or mitigation of perverse incentives (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/10/INF/8). 

• Synthesis report on information received from Parties, other governments and organizations on 
non-monetary positive incentive measures and on the application of methodologies for the 
assessment of values of biodiversity and its functions (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/11/INF/15) 

• Compilation of suggestions on the development of definitions on incentive measures 
(UNEP/CBD/COP/8/27/ADD1) 

Other documents 

• Statement from New Zealand to the workshop on incentive measures for the conservation and 
sustainable use of the components of biological diversity (Submission by New Zealand) 
(UNEP/CBD/WS-Incentives/INF/1) 

• Proposals for the application of ways and means to remove or mitigate perverse incentives. 
Perverse incentives in biodiversity loss: submission by the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/9/INF/34) 
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